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The South African flap 
q David Oakley-Hill 

The Fort Beaufort incident on June 26 sparked off a sizeable UFO flap 
Reports dated prior to this only came to light as a direct result of 
the Bennie Smi t report. Firstly I must say that FSR have done an 
excellent job in cataloguing the reports. Would that it was easier 
for (and there was more contact with) investigators in this vast area 
Nevertheless, we are indebted to those who have kindly sent newspaper 
clippings from which, in common with FSR, we are obliged to obtain 
the majority of our information. Despite the customary spate of 
misinterpretations, I feel Charles Bowen's title of "Mini-wave" does 
not do justice to the string of reports from South Africa since June 
1972, which continued to the end of August, and then "recommenced" 
with a new "classic" in November. And the information that has 
reached us is probably only the tip of the iceberg. 

I present here in chronological order all reports received to date. 
Where they have already appeared in FSR, I give the reference no. 
�llotted by FSR and only a very brief summary, plus any fresh details 
All dates refer to 1972. 

Sat June 17 �dnight Fort Beaufort 
Mr Fraser Moss ·Iives about 1km from Mr Bennie Smit. Heard drumming 
noise coming from the sky but couldn't see anything. 1 
(SA Sunday Times July 2) 

Thurs June 22 Midnight Pietermari tzburg, Natal 
Colin Vary, a qualified pilot, and Carole Mitchell saw bright green­
ish-blue light moving fast. Only visible a few seconds. 
FSR 18/5 report 5,p6. (Natal Witness, July 6) 

Sun June 25 Port Elizabeth 
Mr & Mrs Brian Hibbert saw "bright incandescent white" flying object 
above the Ba.a.kens Valley. Also "ball of fire" sighted near Fort 
Beaufort. (Star, 28 June) 

Monday June 26 0800-1200 Fort Beaufort 
The Fordyce Bush, Braeside Farm sighting/shooting by Bennie Smi t, 2 two policemen and a labourer has been meticulously recorded by FSR. 
It would be foolish to duplicate any ground covered already, so any 
material here will be additional to FSR's coverage. Here is'a brief 
account from the SA Sunday Times, 2 July 1972, containing one or two 
details not mentioned in Flying Saucer Review: 

1 



What happened last Mon­
day morning? This is the story 
as told by Mr. Smit. "At 9 am 
one of my Coloured labourers 
reported that he had aeen 
smoke near the krans, and 
then a bic ball of fire. 

"I went with him to the 

Mr l3ennie Smit 

IPOt. Sure enough, there wu 
a fiery ball, hovering at tree­
top height. 

"It was about two-and-a-half 
feet aeross, with flames shoot· 
int out. 

''My man sbouted, attd it 
mt.wed sideways for about 300 
yards and disappeared behind 
a big btUh. 

"All that waa left waa a 
mtoke trail. Later it re­
appeared from behind a tree, 
and kept changing colour. 
When I first looked it was a 
big red ball, but now lt wu 
greeft, and it suddenly cbaqed 
tt\ a yellowish-white. 
. "I was shocked, and felt that · 
thl1 thing could be dangerou1. 
I hunied back to the house to 
fetch mr ,303 rifle, and phoned 
the pohce. I went back to the 
spot and fired several shots . I 
am sure my eighth shot hit it, 
as. I heard a thud. It moved 
up and down, and disappeared 
behind the trees again." 

About 10 am Warran t Offl· 
cer P. R. van Rensbur1, the 
Fort Beaufort station eom-

maZlder, and Sgt. P. Kltchfnl 
arti!\.'ed. 

· WO Van Rensburg oon" 
tinties the story : "After Mr. 
Smit tnd Sgt. Kitching .had 
fi�ed � couple of shots in the d1recbon of the ball of fire, 
we saw a round, blaek shiny 
object about two-and-a-half feet 
in diameter emerge from be­
hind a tree. 

"It slowly disappeared from 
sight, and then reappeared 
Shots fired had no effeet, but 
when anyone approached . it 
&hied away behind the . .bushes. " 

Mr. Smit t.hen moved into 
the thick bush.· He -carried a 
stick with a white handker­
chief ti.ed to it 10 that the 
police could keep track of .biJ 
movements. 

Mr. Smit told m�: "Suddenly 
I nw it �bout .20 yard5 aw.ay, 
now grey1sh-wh1te., I fired two 
quick shots. but w1th a loud 
whirring noise it v-eered off 
over the tree-tops, cutting a 
pathway through the foliage. It 
disappeared quickly f r o m 
�ig�t." 

The trees behind which the object moved were about 7m high (Star, 
Tues June 27). Another factor that does not come across clearly in 
FSR is that, according to Mr Smit, the object was moving slowly 
while all 15 shots were fired, but its course was unaffected. Also 
"when it disappeared in the dense bush we could hear it crashing 
through the undergrowth, but when we followed we could see no sign 
of its passage." ( Sunday Tribune, July 2). 

An interview with Mr Smit in the Rand Daily Mail, Sat July 8, after 
he had been shown the photograph taken at Port Elizabeth on the 
evening of July 6 (not July 7 as quoted in FSR )3, reported his views 
as follows: 

"That'i tlie siune UFO/' he 
�id definitely. ''The outlfned 
shape is exactly the same." 

Mr. Smit, a down-t()oearth 
· plumber from Eai{ London , 

said he was completely con­
v inced thtl UFO was no.t an 
out-of-this-world spacecraft. 

··1 don 't ·know why everyone. 
thinks .it's· from some· other 
world •. I don 't believe ·tn life 
outside the earth. The Ul'�O 
was made by humans. I saw it 
in broad daylight and it is 
de_f.(nittl.Y m�p-macje .. 

2 

"I believe- it is· from the - says, "then it disappears in a · 
Un.ited States, is remote con- flash''. 
tro�led, and is peaceful. And, he is convinced, it has a 

"It won 't destroy people," base on his farm. "I'm going to 
said the man who opened fire catch it," he vowed seriously. 
on it last week with a 0,303 ''Then you newspaper people 
rifle, putting out a bright l ight · had better come to me with 
on top of the nearly 2 m high, 1 t · f h b f · 
barrel-shaped, metal o"Qject. �

t.
�'n Y o cas e ore you see 

Mr. Smit, who says he has The intre,p id U,FO hu nter is 
seen and heard the UFO many totally p lausible .in his descrip­�im�s. thinks . it may be

. 
off tion of the flying object, which 

ou se or o�t of controL It has now been seen by scores of 
takes no not1ce of any sounds p�ople in the Eastern Cape and 
ex�ept the human voice , he .: 4 Qo·rder . 

He has bMn closest to it -
a·bout 50 m. 

I don't <foubt -that, he, and 
. two experienced police officers, 
saw the ()bject. 

' 

It is certainly not Aurora 
Australis, ·or f-ireflies in a 
swarm, or ail . aberration of 

·light in a spiderweb, as the 
. SABC sugtestt�d. · 
. But . an oH-course, secret 

mechani1e(l spy for the United-
States? Well. . . . 

. .Mr. S_mit' stood · ye�tenfay in 
has newly-planted field of lu­
cerne·- a powerful,.:cheetfloll. 
practical man - and convinced 
me he had seen and iieard 

. · �ething perplexing ·but pal· 
pable. · 

. Dozens of other people in 
Fort Beaufort claim to hav-e 
seen it. as wen. on ni,amerous 
occasions since Mr. Smit firsr 

:·< reJ>or�ed it to the police. 

Sc.AL.r: 
0 30 

Qu�nstown 

The com,eniS ;..... fh� abtrVe a.mc/rJ 
� hy ryorler DeMAs Gan:trn 

A map show,;,.g-lhe posiHc:m of Fi>rf �fort c9l\d -111� SUI'ft)UJiaiJig aru., 
with mc)jor roaJs and �,·rports 

Wed June 28: 12 policemen combed an area 
of 4 sq.km around the "landing site". 
Photographs and samples were taken of 
the "fist-like" soil imprints. Pilot­
instructor San� Matthew and amateur 
photographer Brian Lawrie took about 40 
aerial photographs hoping to reveal 
charring over parts of the bush. 
(The Star, Johannesburg, Thurs June 29) 

Thurs June 29: A parcel with plaster 
casts of imprints collected from the 
Braeside farm "landing site" was sent by 
passenger train to the labs of the CSIR 
(Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research). There was a train crash at 
Norvalspoint+and the parcel didn't reach 
Pretoria. (Star, July 7). A second 
parcel did, however, and two samples 
were received by CSIR "in canned fruit 
bottles", one containing ordinary soil, 
the other soil from the Braeside site 
(Rand Daily Mail, July 13). A spokesman 
said "The soil samples were tested in a 
number of ways but no significant dif-

One of the sods of � sent to the Co£U�C.U 
for Scientific. and IndustriaL �esean:J. 
(frrsm The Surday Tribi.U1e, JuLy 2) 
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ferences could be found between 
them. Further test s  will be 
conducted and the results will 
be available at some future 
date . "  ( Star, July 14 ) 

Further soil samples were ana­
lysed by Mr C S Kingsley, a 
lecturer in the Dept of Geology 
at Fort Hare University . Accor­
ding to him, they are "definite­
ly not animal or human" imprints. 
The nature of marks in the im­
prints and also of their surface 
texture suggested metal rather 
than somethi� soft and fleshy. 
( Star, 5 July) 

Acting District Commandant of 
Grahamstown, Captain 0 J M 
Calitz , believes that that the 
object Mr Smit and the policemen 
saw "could perhaps have been a 
swarm of bees". (Rand Daily 
Mail, July 12) 

Sat July 1 0725 Wellington 
( see FSR 18/5, report 1, p6 ; 
Argu.s July 1; Sunday Tribune, 
July 2 ) . Witnesses:  Mr & Mrs 
J Fourie and millanan Mr J Basson. 
According to the Sunday Tribune, 
the height was 200m, not 260m, 
and the address should be Willem 
Basson Road . The millanan said 
he saw the UFO "smaller than and 
too low for an aircraft, shining 
with a whitish flickering light 
and hovering silently for 5 mins 
before it disappeared over moun­
tains in the direction of 
Worcester . " (Plane? )  

Sat July 1 late evening 
Constantiaberg, Cape Town 
( see FSR 18/5, report 2, p6 ; 
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Star & Cape Times, July 3) 
Witness Mrs M Merand of Meadow­
ridge . In the Star, no mention 
is made of a golden colour, but 
3 sightings of a "large white 
ball" are reported. In this 
paper the president of the Cape 
Astronomical Society, Mr Rupert 
Hurly, is alleged to have s� 
gested Venus as the explanation 
(rather than Canopus, given as 
his explanation in the Cape 
Times, July 3.) 

Sun July 2 2000 Fort Beaufort 
UFO flashing red, blue, green & 
yellow lights seen by a gather­
ing of people . Saucer-shaped . 
Flew over town with its "points" 
facing earthwards, and sent out 
a steady ray of light . Seemed 
to be travelling NW-SE. 2 small 
boys were sent by the crowd to 
the police station to point out 
its position. One of them said 
they had watched it from the 

Warrant Officer P. R ve�n f?ens.bu.rq, one of t-he two 
p�licemen whCl saw the Fort f3e;uforr UFO with Mr Sm'tC" 

town hall and that "it appeared 
to be landing". Warrant Officer 
P R van Rensburg was roused from 
his bed to look at the UFO, but 
he said so much doubt had been 
cast on the first story that it 
wasn't worth the time, and went 
back to bed. (Rand Daily Mail, 
July 4. Also see Case Histories 
11, page 4, which should read 
"July 2". ) 

Sun July 2 Port Elizabeth and 
Cape Town 
More than a dozen people repor­
ted seeing a UFO (Star, July 7 )  

Sun July 2 noon/Tues July 4 
0720 Queenstown 
Joe Gerber's UFO detector 
sounded 3 times in 6 minutes, 
shortly after noon on Sunday and 
once at 7. 20 am on Tuesday. 
According to the report, each 
occasion coincided with a sight­
ing nearby. He said it had 
sounded on previous occasions. 
"I have passed a strong magnet 
over the device myself and it 
has reacted", Mr Gerber said. 
(Star July 8) 

Mon July 3 0600/Tues July 4 
0540 Durban 
Mr A G Hill, a Canadian artist, 
saw a UFO over the sea on suc­
cessive mornings. (Venus?) 
(FSR 18/5 report 3 p6; Star, 
July 5 & 1; Daily News, July 4) 

Mon July 3 1 900 Fort Beaufort 
R L Brown, Fort Beaufort's 
commonage r���r (formerly a 
farmer), + 3 witnesses saw UFO. 
(See Case Histories 11 p4-5; 
Rand Daily Mail & Star, July 4) 

Mon July 3 eve. Fort Beaufort 
Fort Beaufort Town Council ad­
journed a session and 9 car­
loads of people drove to Brae­
side and (contrary to FSR as sump-. 
tion that they saw nothing) "saw 
an object rise in the undergrowtl, 
and head in the direction of 
Graha.mstown. " (Case Histories 11 
p5; The Star, July 4) 

Mon July 3 2000 Queenstown 
(see map on page 3 ) 
Witness Mr R P Gelding alleges 
his radio "went funny" as he and 
his wife watched a UFO. 
(FSR 18/5 report 8 �7; Daily Rep­
resentative, July 4) 

Wed July 5 0125 Fish River 
Bridge, E. Cape Province (see map, p 11) 
Railway truck driver and assis­
tant saw red half-moon shaped 
UFO (FSR 18/5 report 9; Daily 
Dispatch, July 6) 

Wed July 5 2100 Kraankuil and 
Witput Stations, Orange River 
UFO seen by 3 station foremen. 
(FSR 18/5 report 4; Pretoria 
News, July 6) 

Wed July 5 2215 Vryburg, N. 
Cape Province 
6 witnesses saw UFO "as big as 
a house". Correction to FSR 
report: should be "Molopo Road". 
(See FSR 18/6 report 11 p14; 
SA Sunday Times, July 9 )  

Wed July 5 0150 King Williams 
Town�(see map on page 3 ) 
Brilliant red object seen to 
take off from ground by 2 wit­
nesses. (FSR 18/6 report 18; 
K.W.Town Mercury, July 13) 
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Wed July 5 1450 King Willia.ms Town 
2 witnesses saw two bright objects near 
each other in the sky move out of sight. 
(FSR 18/6 report 19; King Willia.ms Town 
Mercury, July 13) 

Wed July 5 Cape Town 
UFO passed Boeing 727 on a flight to 
Cape Town. Ground control, Cape Town, 
knew of no other aircraft in the area. 
(Sunday Times, July 9) 

Thurs July 6 Shortly before 2100 
Johannesburg. "Hundreds of witnesses". 
UFO "dived and soared" for 30 minutes, 
seen from Inanda, Illovo, Linksfield 
and Kew. Mr John Hotine of Third St 
Kew, said that through his binocular� 
it appeared balloon-shaped and he saw 
a reflection on its side. Its bright­
ness when it first appeared over the 
house startled his wife. He estimated 
�he object's speed at about 1000 m/h, 
JUdged by the rate at which it got out 
of focus in his binoculars. Mr E. 

Egnos, a businessman of Eton Place, 
Illovo, his wife and son Lewi, 26, saw 

Creoffr�y ALLtn's photograprr of a UFO seen widely over 
Port Euz.sbe.ltl <n-1 Ju.Ly6. Gahlera 35mm with 640m"" �ns 
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a red object "like a 
feather duster on fire" 
(a description also 
given by Mr G Kraft of 
Linksfield) moving NE­
NW. "It seemed to slow 
down, stopped, then 
began to move again,but 
this time vertically. 
It went straight up, 
getting smaller until 
it disappeared." When 
Lewi first saw the UFO 
he thought it was the 
light of a low-flying 
aircraft, but he saw it 
was not flashing and 
went in to tell his 
parents. Mr E 0 Stern 
of Oxford Road,Dunkeld, 
2 students at the Uni­
versity of Witwaters­
rand - his son Andrew 
and David Teasel of 
Fifth Avenue, Inanda, 
saw "a red ball hover­
ing about in the sky. 
It stood still for a 
while then disappeared. 
It stayed in the sky 
for about 10 minutes." 
A spokesman for the 
Pretoria Weather Buxeau 
Upper Air Dept said it 
could not have been a 
weather balloon. "We 
send them up at 1 am .  
They are gas-filled & 
burst after a t-hour." 
(Sunday Times July 9; 
Rand Daily Mail July 7; 
FSR 18/5 report 6, p6). 

Thurs July 6 2030 
Port Elizabeth (see map 

on page 3 ). Geoffrey Allen's 
photograph was taken on July 6. 
For this and other reports see 
FSR 18/5, report 7 (incorrectly 
dated July 7) and Rand Daily 
Mail, Cape Times, and The Argue, 
July 7. 

Fri July 7 1945 Fort Beaufort 
Mr C du Plessis of Savoy Hotel, 
Fort Beaufort, said a UFO was 
hovering over Mr Smit's farm. 
(Rand Daily Mail, July 8) 

Between Wed July 5 & Fri July 1 
(date unconfirmed) 
Captain Chester Chandler and crew 
reported UFO pacing his Boeing 
727. Chandler said: "Its inten­
sity was about that of a medium­
sized star. It was impossible to 
say how far it was. We often see 
satellites or meteorites. Satel­
lites keep a constant path. This 
was something I have never seen 
before." (The Star, Jul.Y 8. For 
full details see FSR 18/5, report 
10, p8, and the SA Sunday Times, 
July 9· This is a different 
report from the Cape Town sighting 
on July 5, and occurred later.) 

Fri July 7 Honeydew, nr Jo'burg 
Mr Neil Wright, 35, Jo1burg calen­
dar publisher, Mr & Mrs John 
Green, visitors from England (now 
returned) and others at a drive-in 
movie saw, according to Mr Wright, 
"a brilliant ball of fire, about 
half the size of a full moon. It 
was blinding white and trailed 3 
tails like a rocket's after-buxner 
and it was moving very fast. It 
cut behind the screen in a north­
westerly direction." Mr White's 

description agreed: "I saw it 
for 2 or 3 seconds, and the 
speed it was moving it must 
have been extremely high when 
it caught my attention. I 
thought at first it might 
have been an aircraft in 
trouble and as it vanished be­
hind the screen I waited for 
the explosion - but there was 
none." A spokesman for the 
Johannesburg Planetarium and 
the Republic Observatory said 
it could have been "a large 
meteorite or more probably a 
broken-off part of a satellite 
which had re-entered the at­
mosphere and was burning up. " 
(Sunday Times July 9) 

Fri July 7 Port Elizabeth, 
Uitenhage (see map on page 3 ) 
and Despatch: many witnesses 
to UFO with indefinable shape 
emitting red, white and green 
light. Port Elizabeth weather 
office men trained radar on 
the object but failed to pick 
up an image .  The radar has a 
range of 400km. (Sunday Times 
July 9) 

Sat July 8 Fort Beaufort 
Strange noises like the whine 
of jets in a valley 7km from 
the town. Flashing lights in 
the sky, seen by scores of 
people. 2 explosions in the 
early hours of Saturday morn­
ing. Water reservoir on 
Braeside farm collapsed Satur­
day night. "The damage there 
is the result of ordinary wear 
and tear" said W/0 P R van 
Rensburg (Rand D.Mail July 12) 
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Sun July 9 2030 Fort Beaufort 
Dennis Gordon, Rand Daily Mail 
reporter, saw bright light 
(Rand Daily Mail, July 12) 

Mon July 10 2030 Adelaide 
(see map on page 3 ) 
Mike Benade was driving home 
from Grahamstown with his wife. 
Saw bright light "hovering" 15° 
above horizon. Sto�ped car to 
look at it. (Venus?) Mr Benade 
also discovered a "suspected 
UFO landing-ground" on a golf 
course on July 4 (FSR 1876, 
report 14; Rand D.Mail July 12) 

Mon July 10 0730 Wellington 
Mr Ernst Keen of Transvaal saw 
shell-shaped object going S-N, 
first slowly then it accelera­
ted away. (FSR 18/6 report 12; 
The Argue July 10) 

Mon July 10 Welkom, O.F.S. 
Over 25 witnesses of "semi­
circular" object flashing 
coloured lights (seen through 
binoculars). (FSR 18/6 report 
16; The Friend, Bloemfontein, 
July 12) 

Monday July 10 Pretoria 
Mrs J P Davenport and Mr J W 
Rademeyer saw "huge green light, 
apparent size of a rugby ball". 
"Hovered" 20 minutes and dis­
appeared suddenly. It was nearly 
dark. (FSR 18/6 report 16; 
Pretoria News, July 13) 

Tues July 11 1400 Kensington, 
Johannesburg. The Dr Edward 
Blumberg report. His wife's 
name is Ruth, not Rita as given 
in FSR, and his address is 
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Glanville Avenue, not Road. 
For full details see FSR 18/6 
report 15, and Rand Daily Mail, 
July 12) 

Thurs July 13 0400 Franschoek 
3 witnesses saw "brilliant ball· 
of light". Visible until dawn 
(Venus?) (See FSR 18/6 report 
17; Pretoria News, July 13) 

Thurs July 13 1800 Craighall 
& Parkmore, N. Johannesburg 
Mrs M J Lay of St Alban1s Ave, 
Craighall, a previous sceptic, 
said "Neither my.husband nor I 
could identify it. It was an 
orange light that stood still 
for a while then ascended ver­
tically. It was very bright -
like a flare - but the fact 
that it stood still for so long 
made us think that it could not 
be. It wasn't a star or an 
aeroplane." Mrs RE Hunter of 
11th Stre.et, Parkmore had also 
cast around for a "cynical" 
explanation before deciding she 
had seen a UFO. She described 
it as bright orange and flare­
like, but differed in saying 
that it descended in a vertical 
line after hanging in the sky 
for 3 minutes. "It was to the 
right-hand side of the evening 
star, Venus - and descending 
vertically. I saw it from my 
kitchen window. It was a 
bright orange ball which seemed 
to be glowing and had a long, 
smoky-orange tail." (The Star, 
July 14.) (Flare?) 

Sun July 16 1840 Florida, 
Johannesburg: Many witnesses 
saw fast-moving UFO going S-N. 

Suggested explanation: balloon 
with burning rags suspended 
from it, sent up by hoaxer. 
(Rand Daily Mail July 17; FSR 
18/6 report 20) 

Sun July 16 2030 Malmesbury 
10 witnesses watched UFO going 
up and down at great speed for 
15 minutes. (FSR 18/6 report 
21; Cape Times, July 17) 

Sun July 16 Odendaalsrus, OFS 
Constable J P Myburgh & a Mr 
Slabbert saw glowing UFO, 1m 
in diameter, dive at patrol van. 
Observed for 15 min. 6 other 
policemen also saw it. (FSR 
18/6 report 22; The Friend, 

Bloemfontein, July 18; Star, 
July 19; Die Burger, July 17) 

./ Mon July 17 BloeiDrontein, OFS 
Brigadier G C Bester, Div. Com­
missioner of Police, saw UFO. 
Police also received many other 
reports, including one from a 
reporter and his wife. (Star, 
July 19; Rand Daily Mail, July 
19; FSR 18/6 p17) 

Thurs July 20 0330 Durban & 
Tongaat. Colour-changing UFO 
seen over Durban harbour for 
over an hour then moved off 
"at an incredible speed" in a 
northerly direction. Witnes­
ses included a policeman. 

011e of #te many nr.wspaper caM:>onS 
inrpirfd by Hit' -lisp· 

--
--- -- · ' .,; 

. . 

i :� 
.,i 

. ·' 

lJ 

'lt's just that the police at Fort Beaufort feel you miih·t···be 
able to help them wi�h· th•ir ·inquiriH.' 
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Reported on Radio Natal. (FSR 
18/5 p4;- Natal Mercury, July 21 ) 

Thurs July 20 1100 Pieterma� 
ritzburg, Natal 
Miss Thelma Odell saw, while 
driving, a circular "pinky" 
object with a slight vapour 
trail. There was another inde­
pendent witness. ( FSR 18/6, 
report 23; Daily Representative, 
Queenstown, July 21) 

Fri July 21 Pietermaritzburg 
Many witnesses to an evening 
UFO. Prof. Owen Willia.ms, 
Professor of Geography at the 
University of Natal, and his 
wife watched conical UFO with a 
constant red light beneath, 
through binoculars. (FSR 18/6, 
report 24; The Argus, July 22 ) 

Fri July 21 2030 Pinelands, 
Cape Province 
Muriel Alexander of 51 North 
Walk, neighbours and independent 
witnesses saw red-orange object 
complete a large circle and 
shoot off towards Paarl. ( FSR 
18/6 report 25; Argue, July 22 ) 

Sun July 23 0415 Umkomaas, 
Natal 
Eridianio di Marco and his wife 
saw bright light travelling N-S, 
which took at least half an hour 
to disappear completely. Two 
photos were taken. ( For detailed 
account see FSR 18/5, page 3 ) 

Wed Aug 16 Roosboom, Natal/ 
Sat Aug 19 Mayville, Durban 
"Spectres" seen. (Full details 
in FSR 18/6, pages 17-18; Natal 
Mercury, Aug 22 and 23 ) 
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Landing? 
Sun Aug 20 0530 Port Alfred 
(see map on page 3 ) 
At least two witnesses saw UFO 
"parked" on the coastal road 
near the Rufanes Beach turn-off. 
It took off and made its way 
out to sea "looking like a big 
silver bubble". The witnesses 
"turned tail and fled back to 
Port Alfred". 
Children have also seen "it" 
recently - from school playing 
fields and over beaches. 
Electrical engineer Mr Kruger 
saw a UFO showing a red light 
passing from east to west below 
cloud. (East London Announcer, 
Aug 24 ) 

Sun Aug 27 2000-2130 
Schmidtsdrif, Kimberley 
Mr Koos Harmse and Miss Daphne 
Vertue were "followed" by a 
light like a big star, changing 
colours, for about 1� hours. 
At times it appeared to change 
shape and have two rows of 
lights like portholes, with a 
bright, dull orange spotlight 
on "the front". (See FSR 18/6 
p31; Diamond Fields Advertiser, 
Kimberley, Aug 30. Incorrectly 
dated Aug 28 in FSR.) 

Mon Aug 28 2000 Boshof, 
Kimberley 
Mr 1 James, his wife and their 
farm labourers saw a glowing 
light with a long red tail, low 
over the horizon. (Diamond 
Fields Advertiser, Kimberley, 
Aug 30; FSR 18/6 p31. Incorrect­
ly dated Aug 29 in FSR. ) 

Did UFO rip up a 
tennis court? 
Sun Nov 12 2100-2130 Middel­
burg, Cape 

About 9.00 or 9.30pm, policemen 
watched a strange brightly­
glowing object through binocu­
lars. It appeared to change 
colours and its shape from 
circular to elliptical. It 
travelled towards Rosmead, it 
hovered over a hill behind the 
Rosmead High School, then dis­
appeared. Later it reappeared 
for a short while before final­
ly disappearing. The principal 
of Rosmead High School, Mr 
Harold Truter, also saw a beam 
"like a searchlight" in the sky. 

The following morning it was 
discovered that the school's 
tar-surfaced tennis courts had 
been severely damaged. Huge 
chunks of tar had been gouged 
out. Lumps were found caught 
high up in the tennis court 
fence. Pieces were found near 
where it is thought the UFO 
hovered, about 30 metres from 
the court. Large chunks 3 or 4 
metres wide were found on top 
of the almost vertical face of 
a nearby hill or "koppie". 

Hundreds of sightseers flocked 
to the scene on Monday. The 
District Commander of the 
Middelburg police, Lieutenant­
Colonel B J van Heerden repor­
ted the matter, through his 
divisional head office at 
Oudtshoorn, to headquarters in 
Pretoria and asked for an 

investigation. Middelburg is 
160km from Fort Beaufort. 
(Rand Daily Mail and Cape Times, 
Nov 14 ) 

A tree next to the tennis court 
is reported to have started 
dying. It is a big bluegum and 
shows signs of scorching, accor­
ding to Lieutenant-Colonel B J 
van Heerden. Theories that the 
ripping of chunks of tar from 
the tennis court was the work of 
a gas explosion were discounted 
because no trees in the vicinity 
were damaged. 

Since hearing about the damage 
to the courts, 4 militar,y train­
ees guarding the petrol dumps 
400 metres away have made state­
ments to the police that they 
saw red lights on the courts. 
"It looked as if someone in a 
car without headlights, but with 
taillights burning, was riding 
round in circles on the tennis 
court", they said. "The lights 
disappeared and then the whole 
petrol dump was illuminated 
with a strange incandescent 
light." (Rand Daily Mail, Nov 18) 

The ar� of +he November "mJ.,n.i-fLap" 

ma,j6r rll&d 
t I Ill I Ill �ilw�y 
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Little red men 
Fri Nov 17 night Middelburg 

Many sightings reported. 
Mr Gert Pretorius of Middelburg 
said he saw a bright light which 
lit up a whole koppie (hill ) 
like daylight. The lights went 
off, then on again. He said he 
then saw two "little red men" 
disembarking from a "landed 
flying saucer". 

Air traffic controllers res­
ponsible for the area said no 
night flying was taking place 
when the saucer was sighted. 
A flight control officer in 
Bloemfontein suggested that it 
was nothing more than a light 
aircraft landing on a private 

airstrip, but the Port Elizabeth 
flight control office had no 
record of any landings scheduled 
for Friday night. 
(Rand Daily Mail, Nov 20 & 21) 

Flying 
Volkswagens 
Sun Nov 19 Richmond 
(see map on page 11 ) 

Two UFOs were seen in broad 
daylight, 30 miles from Graaff 
Reinet, on the Richmond-Cape 
road, by a family. Mr P C 
Struwig, of 79 Hope Street, 
Richmond, said his son drew 
his attention to two "flying 
Volkswagens. '' 

The charts below give some indication of the predominant shapes 
and colours of UFOs reported in the South African flap. Reports 
have been omitted from these charts if a suggested explanation is 
given or if insufficient information is available. 

Shapes 
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LITS 
(Lights,;, 
tht sky) 

Colours 

Whi�t /bright 

Multi colour 
lights 

Professor Arthur Bleksley, one of South Africa's most noted scien­
tists, was quoted liberally in the newspapers throughout this flap. 
He thinks schoolchildren may have staged the lights and the damaged 
tennis court. He refused, however, to investigate the sighting. He 
also said "However tempted I might be, I would never dare to go 
anywhere near Fort Beaufort". His attitude, he says, is one of 
complete scepticism, but he warns anyone who shoots at UFOs against 
doing sol (Presumably if it doesn't exist, there's no point in 
firing at it?) 
Finally here is part of an interview with Mr Tom Geary, director of 
the Johannesburg Planetarium, by Lin Menge. It appeared in the 
Rand Daily Mail in early July: Mr Geary obviously thinks ETH. 
TG: Shooting them is the last thing one should do. Show you're 
friendly and observe them as long as possible - until someone in 
authority comes along. 
LM: Who is an authority on UFOs? 
TG: Well, I mean someone in the astronomy line, and who has access 
to photographic equipment. I'd be baffled to know precisely what 
to do with a UFO myself, especially if there are no portholes .to 
signal·at the beings inside. But I feel you should demonstrate 
friendly intentions, signal them to come out - you know, crook your 
hand and wave it toward yourself, indicate you'd like to speak to 
them by moving your hand in front of your mouth. 
LM: That could also mean come out and be eaten. 
TG: Oh. Well I still think the worst thing to do would be to show 
hostility. If we've been demonstrating we're not a friendly people 
that may be why there have been so many sightings but no contact.• 

REFERENCES AND NOTES 
1. Compare with Flap 71, report 8, GEMINI 1; also "February flap in 

South-east London" in SIRIUS 3, pages 4-6. 
2. FSR Case Histories 11, Aug 1972; FSR 18/4, July-Aug 1972; FSR 

18/5, Sep-Oct 1972. 
3. FSR 18/5, report 7, page 6. See photo on page 6 of this issue. 
4· See �ap on page 11. 

British UFO Research Association meetings 
at Kensington Central Library, Campden Hill Road, London W8. 

MAR 3 1973 
APR 7 1973 
MAY 5 1973 
JUN.2 1973 

Norman Oliver: "A decade of UFO experiences" 
Sir Gilbert Inglefield TD MA ARIBA AADip: "Fatima" 
Prof Bryan Winder BSc AMIMechE: "UFO Technicalities" 
A panel of experts: "Brains Trust" 
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NORTH-KENT • 
• <<MINI- FLAP>> 

The FAVERSHAM T IMES of 30 Nov 1972 heralde d a short spate of 
UFO s ight ings around the Fave rsham and Whi t s t able are as wi th 
the front p age he adl ine "UFOs OVER TOWN",  and the WHITSTABLE 
T IMES fol lowe d up the next day with "I1YSTERY OF THE FLYING 
OBJECTS " .  

On thre e c onsecutive af ternoons - tho s e  of Tue sday, We dne s day 
and Thursday the 21-22-23 November 1 972, s ight ings by emp l oy­
e e s  at Fave rsham Shipyard were re ported both to the police 
and to the RAF Mans t on. Al t oge ther ,  more than 30 shipyard 
workers we re involved. 

Several workmen working on a trawler in Faversham Shipyard 
we re the firs t to c laim s igh t ings on the Tue sday af ternoon , 
amongst them Mr Henry Blow of Cante rbury , who i s  quo t e d  in 
the FAVERSHAM TIMES as giving the f o l l owing de scrip t i on of 
the objec t :-

" • • •  Suddenly , when it s e emed t o  be ove r  the middle of the 
Cre ek a vapour trail c ame from it . It  change d i t s  shape from 
c i rcular t o  s ome thing l ike a c igar as if i t  had turne d round 
and we were ge t t ing a s ide view,  and z igzagged t o  a s t op . 

"Red lights appeared around i t . You know what an atom l o oks 
l ike highly magnified - a s o l id c ore with the nuc le i around 
i t  - well, it was like that . Then i t  went s traight up int o  
the air unt i l  it  was the s i ze o f  a p inhe ad and disappe ared . 

" Earlier I thought i t  was a we athe r bal l o on. I t  f irs t s e emed 
t o  be drif t ing, moving t owards the north . " 

Mr J oe Tayl or , of She ldwich , supp orted Mr Blow ' s  re p ort • • • • •  

" It s t arted off pure whi t e  and then change d c olour as i t  al ­
tered shape until it was gl owing red . Then ,  as i t  rose  in 
the air ,  i t  reverted t o  whi t e  again • • • •  " I t  was difficul t 
t o  judge the he ight of the object but he thought that in the 
cours e  of i t s  z igzagging it droppe d at l e as t 1 , 000 fee t .  

The next day not one , but two obje c t s  ident ical wi th the 
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first were seen at the same time - betwee 
4 & 4.30pm, and a further one on Thursday 
- again the same time of day . Oddly 
enough,  whilst quite a number of shipyard 
workers spotted the obj ec t s , no reports 
we re received about them from any other 
s ource. On the first occas ion just  a few 
workers saw the " thing"z on the second 
there were about 30 witnesses  and on the 
third, apparently most  of.the employees . 

According to the FAVERSHAM TIMES , reports 
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have been forwarded to the Ministry of " ..... AN • • . • •  A1'oM •• • •  
Defence for inves tigation by the RAF at 141()- .. .._Y MMrNiffED •• 
Mans ton .  

The following week the FAVERSH!M TIMES uncovered another UFO 
report , which , whilst at first not seeming to be anything 
out of the ordinary, has a definite "punch" in the tail. 

The sighting was made by Mr & Mrs Patching of Care on Tuesday 
28 November at about 9.30pm whilst they were out walking with 
their Alsatian. They were standing on the top of Colegate ' s  
Hill when they saw a bright flashing light over �he village 
of Oare , and to quote Mrs P's account in the FAVERSHAM TIMES : 
" It was a silvery bluish light that seemed to be revolving, 
but it stayed in only one place. It was definitely not a 
balloon or a plane. 

"We carried on walking home and kept  looking at it from time 
to time. I couldn ' t believe it was a star because I've not 
seen a star that bright. 

"When we got to our garden gate we turned in and walked up 
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the path • • • • • • • • • • • .  I s t ood on the lawn and looked up ag·ain. 
I had the shock of my life because the light was moving to­
wards us at a terrific pace . 

"We c ould he ar the purr of an engine , but we b o th knew thi s  
was no-he l icopter or aircraft from this p lane t . We we re 
frozen to the s pot. My husband • • • • • •  be came ve ry co ld and 
suddenly we c ouldn't watch any l onge r and had t o  go indoors . 
When I last saw i t  the obj e c t  was moving off in the direction 
of S i t t ingbourne s t i l l  fl ashing thi s almo s t  unbelievab ly 
bright l ight • •  " • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • •  

lS�E Of 

SHE.PPfY 

0 

l 
MIJ..ES 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • And from the 
WliiTSTABLE TIMES of 1 Decembe r  1972 we learn that Mrs Parks 
of Che s tfie ld was walking back home from work at ab out 6.10pm 
on 17 November when on re aching the Ham Shade s Lane bri dge 
she s p o t t e d  a ' glowing obj ect ' in the sky . 

She de s cribed i t  as " changing c o l our from re d t o  whi te t o  
gre en an d  i t  was revo lving . " It "made no noise" and move d 
" at about tre e-t op leve l "  trave l l ing at about 10mph. 

It moved t owards Che s tf i e ld then zigzagged away in the di­
rection of Herne Bay. Mrs Parks n o t i ced it because of its 
beautiful bril liant col our ,  and knew i t  was unusual because 
of the absence of noise. 
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The UFO Experience a scientific inquiry 
J Allen HYnek, Chairman, Dept of Astronomy, Northwestern Universit; 
Published by (UK) Abelard-Schuman, 158 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1 @ £2-50. (us) Henry Regnery Co, 114 West Illinois St, 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 @ 86.95. 276 pages + 8 pages of plates. 

REVIEW BY MARK STENHOFF 

This is a very general book, not intended for.the UFO specialist, 
and it would be unfair to review it on the basis of its specialist 
merits. However, there are a number of useful "tips" for the 
researcher - the urge for specialisation within the subject being 
one. There is a useful list of definitions for "UFO reports", 
''UFO experience", "UFO phenomenon", "UFOs" and "Flying saucers". 

Dr BYnek, who {as is generally known) was chief scientific 
consultant to the US Air Force's Project Bluebook for 18 years, 
also suggests the precedure which might be adopted for a scientific 
investigation. He develops several "prototypes" for recurrent 
types of report: Nocturnal Lights, Daylight Discs, Radar-visual 
UFO Reports, and Close Encounters. I feel the "Daylight Discs" 

/over 

j), Hynek with !)avid Oaklet,-HlU. (£tft) and M•'* St:etthoff at the receptiCSh party given U1 October 1972.. 
_by H1t UK publisher� •The UFO £)(periUtce." 
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category is as misleading as the term "flying saucer" - it is 
apparently used to cover all daylight sightings of all shapes of 
objects. 

The book ends with several appendices including an index of 
sightings discussed in the text, which contains a number of errors 
and omissions. 

On a purely aesthetic note, the English edition is a reprint of the 
American edition, and is of considerably reduced quality. Print in 
the UK edition is fuzzy and the photographic plates are appalling 
and unnumbered. There is also an erratum for a mistake that never 
existed. 

We can, however, thank Messrs Abelard-Schuman for an excellent 
review/cheese and wine party. 

I would recommend this book to any layman or scientifically-/tech­
nically-trained people who know little or nothing of the subject. 
I would suggest that the UFO researcher will benefit best by 
reading the third part of the book meticulously. �S. 

The first Magnetometer for the UFO researcher! 

Pocket instrument of high Swiss quality 
Graduated dial: 0-50 gauss. Very high 
sensitivity. Works without any battery 
or current source. Shows the closing of 
a UFO, and after landing, residual mag­
netism. Free airmailing 24 hours after 
receiving order. Send £6 (us �15 ) to: 
Me. Perrinjaquet, 1 8  P. de Sauvage, 
1211 GENEVE 28, Switzerland. 

Mr Michael Hervey informs us that he is shortly to write a book to 
follow his first tome, "UFOs over the Southern Hemisphere". He 
would appreciate any interesting reports/photos. Please write to: 

MICHAEL HERVEY FIAL BEM, c/o Hampton Press, 5 Dick Street, 
Henley, NSW 2111, Australia. 

LETTERS FOR PUBLICATION IN GEMINI 

Please address letters for publication to: 
NEW MAILBAG, 95 Taunton Road, London SE12 SPA. 

1 8  

AUSTRALIAN 
SAUCERAMA Norman Ollver 
Whilst saucer pundits in Britain have been sagely nodding 
their heads (in different directions, needless to say! ) at 
the Banbury 'flap' and the apparent absence of subsequent 
activity over here other than an isolated sighting or two, 
they've been having a real field-day Down Under. Australia, 
despite its comparatively small population and vast area, has 
always had a reputation for being 'UFO-conscious' and for re­
search and researchers or a high calibre: readers of GEMINI 1 
will recall the report on the, Symposium or the Australian and 
New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science on 
Oct 3 0  1971. It has been apparent from the constant stream 
of reports an d  cattings ! _have received from our represent­
ative Eric Livingston& and also Colin Nor�is - to both of 
whom I am extremely indeb.ted ... that the Australian s·cene 
should be receiving considerably greater worldwide prominence 
than it has hitherto. I trust that this article will help 
redress the balance. 

"NOT EASY" 

The RAAF is baffled by some of the 579 UFO sightings that 
have been reported to it in the last nine years, we are told 
in the Adelaide News of 16 9 72. "One of these is the UFO 
sighted in the La Trobe valley town of Traralgon, 1 00 m�les 
north-east of Melbourne three times this week". Wing­
Commander Ilton at Sale air base, 3 1  miles from Traralgon 
said, "We have been unable to eliminate it as an explainable 
phenomenon. We understand this week's other sightings in 
Taree, New South Wales have been satisfactorily put down to 
Venus, but our one isn't so easy." 

"SKY HOLDS TERROR" 

According to the issue of the same paper two days e arlier , 
this 'strange brilliantly-coloured object in the South 
Gippsland sky is terrifying animals and scaring local people'. 
'The blue and silver red-rimmed object was sighted yesterday 
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and has been seen several times this week. The RAAF has 
classified it as inexplicable'. 

Senior Sergeant Ron Tanion of Traralgon police said he saw 
the object as a silver ball in the sky. 

Another Traralgon policeman, constable Neil Davey, said the 
object changed from a blue and red colour to a silver circ­
ular shape. 

Residents who have seen the UFO say it hovers for a time, 
then shoots away at frightening speed. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

LUSH CIRCLES IN THE LAWN 

From the Adelaide Advertiser of 5 1 0  72 we learn that "Rings 
of lush green grass have mysteriously appeared in the back 
yard lawn at the Seaview Downs home of Mr Bill Sanders. The 
grass in the rings is much taller and greener than the rest 
of the lawn. 

"Mr Sanders, who lives in Gooronga St with his wife, Coralie, 
and son Mark, 7 ,  said last night he had no explanation for 
the rings. 
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"He believed, however, the appearance of the circles could be 
linked with 'some strange buzzing noises' his wife heard in 
the back garden about 11pm on Tuesday and 'when I got up in 
the morning there were these circles'. 

"Mr Sanders said he had mown his lawn almost two weeks ago. 
It was last fertilised about two years ago. 

"There were three circles, the middle one being the largest 
with a diameter of about six feet. 

"The other two were smaller and about the same distance from 
the middle circle." 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

LIGHTS.-.-

The Sydney Daily Mirror received scores of reports of strange 
lights on 13 September 1972, amongst them:-

* Three orange lights in formation over the sea seen by a 
Warriewood woman at about 11pm. 

* A lone bright light seen travelling north by a Waterfall 
woman. 

* Four reddish lights speeding north over the sea - shaped 
like a sword - seen by a Terrey Hills woman, and 

* A single orange-red light cruising low across the horizon 
by a Wooloware man. 

o o o o o o o ·a o o o o o o 

TAREE'S UFO.---

Taree's UFO (Taree is 220 miles north of Sydney ) was seen on 
a number of days last September and, after reading through 
three different accounts I must admit to being puzzled. By 
all the laws of the Medes and Persians this has to have been 
Venus. But • • •  there is something odd about the reporting if 
not the reports. According to one paper, to see it, one had 
to go to a linesman 's depot on the outski-rts of Taree, and 
if you looked from hertat 1 09am you 'd see nothing but blue 
sky • • •  but if you looked at 1 10am, suddenly there would be 
this white light glistening silver. Other descriptions add 
little to this, though it was widely reported and seen by 
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many people who apparently c ould no t s e e  i t  from e l s ewhere . 
OK - s o  I s aid i t  had t o  be Venus : this  i s  why : -

*Ac c ording to  the tables in the 1 97 2  BAA Handbo ok ,  thi s  
l ight mus t  have been seen approximate ly whe re Venus was 
vis ible • • • •  and • • • • • •  

*As Venus was v i s ible , if thi s was a UFO, why wasn ' t  Venus 
seen as we l l ?  However ,  I s aid " But • • • • • • • •  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

*Venus C AN  be seen in a clear blue sky - just  about , but 
only faintly and if one knows where to look .  

*Why was i t  vis ible a t  7 1 0am an d  no t a t  7 0 9am? 

*Though in one paper the RAAF was reported to have sai d  i t  
was Venus , i n  another i t  was reported a s  having rule d  out 
the p o s s ibility of i t s  be ing a we ather bal l o on ,  s ate l l i t e  
or Venus ! There I mus t  leave readers t o  draw the ir own 
c onclus i ons - I pas s ! ! 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MELBOURNE UFO 

On the 2 2  Sep tember 1 97 2  an Adverti ser repre sentative told  
of a UFO experience by Me lbourne photographer Ron Jamie s on 
the previ ous Tue s day : he s ighted a UFO for about 2 0  minute s 
- and took the ac companying pho t ographs . 

" THE SKY WENT WHITE" 

Jamie s on was driving on a main road in a Me lbourne suburb 
when " suddenly the sky went white " and he s aw a fas t moving 
obj e c t  throwing bril liant l ight in all dire c t i ons : it was 
l ight-c o l oured with a purpl ish fringe . 

" LOOPS"  

I t  was moving very fas t - much fas ter than any aircraf t , 
al though i t  was close  t o  the Tullamarine airport air l ane s .  
A t  one s t age i t  did f ive t o  seven l oops in le s s  than thre e 
s e c onds - jus t l ike a rol l ing c o in .  

" N O  EXPLANATION " 

The following quo te s  appe ar re levant : 

*RAAF officer in charge of UFO s ight ings , Squadron-Le ader 
Roddy s ai d  in Me lbourne , "no exp l anation" . 

2 2  
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*Mr A K Hannay of the Bure au of Me te orol ogy : " We can ' t  put 
forward a;ny logical explanat ion . "  

*Officers of the Department of C ivil Aviat ion : "Not  pos s ible 
for aircraft to  have cre ated the l ight ing effe c t s  c l aime d . " 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

UFOs OVER S.A. 

A re cent inve s t igat ion by the Aus tral ian magaz ine F IX/PEOP LE 
reve ale d  a remarkable  number of report s over the northern 
part of S outh Aus trali a  ranging from the 1 940s to  the pre sent 
day .  (And even one as far back as 1 8 90 . ) Amongs t them : 

A woman , on July 1 9  1 9 5 9 , who , toge the r with her s i s te r ,  saw 
a c one - shaped UFO wi th a shiny me t al li c  surface surrounde d by 
smal l l ight s  pas s ing ne ar her home at C l are . 

0 
0 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

" C ONE- SHAPED W ITH 

A SH INY METALLIC 

SURFACE SURROUNDED 

BY SMALL LIGHTS . " 

A Mr Lione l Overton who , one evening in May 1 96 9 ,  saw a gre en 
gl ow c oming from a cre ek be d s ome 1 00 yards away : then a large 
gre en ball of l i ght which ro se  from the creek , re ache d about 
a he ight of 60 fee t ,  s t oppe d ,  then sho t away to the Eas t .  

Farmers in the 1 8 90s who saw " gho s t  l i ght s "  moving al ong roads 
and above fence s .  

A coupl e  who reputedly s o l d  the ir farm property be c ause  of 
continued spacecraft l andings in the ir paddocks , and ano the r 
farm family who he ard an exp l o s i on and " swi shing noi s e "  one 
night and the next day f ound a ring of s corche d s t one s ne arby . 
Thi s  was about 40 fe e t  in diame ter and the ro cks had been 
turne d to  a gunme tal c o lour . A she arer has apparently kep t  
one o f  the s t one s to  prove i t !  

Pe ople in a house  in C l are who in Fe b 1 964 he ard a no i s e  l ike 
a l oud · whirring travelling acro s s  the sky : and o thers on the 
C l are out skirt s who - at 2 30am - he ard an intense whirring 
like an obj e c t  de s cending and coming ne are r : the next morning 
the ir own and ne ighbours ' c locks were found s t opped at 2 30am .  

2 4  

FIX/PEOPLE al s o  te l l s  the s tory o f  Gary Pink , aged 1 2  who , oJ 
2 9  Oc t 1 97 0  s aw an obj e c t  on the ground near a barn about 1 2( 
yards away from the hous e . It was c igar- shape d ,  about 1 8  ft 
long and 4 f t  high .  It s tood o n  four legs an d  s e eme d t o  b e  
partly transparent a s  Gary 
c ould s e e  through the mid­
dle but no t the s i de s : the 
middl e was white , the s ide s 
ye l lowy-whi te . He had ac t­
ually gone to  the outs ide 
toile t ,  and though he s aw 
the obj e c t  for several min­
utes  he didn ' t wake hi s 
parent s  because i t  was in 
the early morning hours . 

++++ ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

" SAUCER NESTS" are by no me ans uncommon , and the i l lus trat i or 
below shows a typical mys t e ry ring in a To o l igie Hill whe at 
paddock apparently gouge d out with a sp inning mo t ion • • • • • • • •  

Le t me now turn to  a mo s t  unusual s tory - one that was re ­
ported in ful l ,  one inc ident apart - in the Aus tral as ian P o s t  
o f  2 4  Aug 1 97 2 .  In add ition I am indebted t o  Eri c  Liv ing­
s t one - and to  the Vi c t orian UFO Re s e arch Society - for hi s 
s ending me a re cording of an interview wi th Mrs Puddy by a 
VUFORS repre s entat ive . S o  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
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mrs puddy and the saucer 
Mrs Maureen Puddy , a hous ewife age d 3 7 , was driving al ong the 
l one ly Mooraduc road be twe en Franks ton and Dromana on the 
Morningt on penin sula s ome 35 mi le s s outh- e as t  of Me lbourne . 
The date : 5 July 1 97 2 : t ime : about 9 1 5pm . 

She was c oming home in her car from v i s i t ing her s on ,  who had 
had an accident s ome we eks bef ore and who was in ho spi tal . 
She had just  cro s se d  the Mooraduc railway cro s s ing when , s ome 
600 yards furthe r on , the road " l i t  up with a blue iride s cent 
light . "  Her firs t thought was that it mus t  be a he l icopter 
flying t o o  l ow .  She c arrie d  on , but the light c ont inue d with 
her : she s l owe d down - s o  did the l i ght . Mrs Puddy thought 
that p o s s ibly thi s me ant " it "  - s t i l l  thinking of a he l i ­
c o p t e r  - wanted h e r  t o  s t op the c ar which she did , although 
"not a thing I ' d  normal ly do on a dark road on my own . " Up 
to thi s point the abs ence of noi s e  had no t s t ruck her : now i t  
did ,  and a s  she go t out of the car and l ooked up she s aw " an 
enormous flying s auc er much wider than the road . " It  hove re d ,  
glowing and il luminat ing the whole  road at " about the he ight 
of two t e l e graph pole s "  ( app 100 fe e t ) , giving off a hum l ike 
an e le c trical sub-s tat ion . N o thing was v i s ible on i t s  sur­
face , which she de s cribed as " almo s t  perfe c t ly round and s ome 
20 fe e t_ in he ight . "  ( The diame ter mus t  have been at l e as t  50 
fee t ,  probably more , as the ac tual road surfac e  here was 24  
fe e t . ) I t  l o oked l ike two s aucers one on t op · of the o the r ,  
but turne d up a t  the e dge s " l ike a snai l ' s  she l l . "  

At firs t , Mrs Puddy couldn ' t  move , but then she go t back in 
the car and went off as fas t as she c ould to report the in­
c ident to the p o l ic e : the obj e c t  followe d her for s ome 8 
mile s , then suddenly reversed dire c t ion and d i s appe are d in a 
flash . There was no-one on duty at the firs t police s t at i on 
she came t o , s o  she cont inued on t o  Dromana where she made an 
official rep ort . The next morning she al s o  re port e d  t o  the 
Air Force who sent her a que s t ionnaire - " you ' d  ne e d  to be an 
as tronaut to comple te  i t ! " But she did . 

However , the s auce r  hadn ' t  ye t finished with Mr s  Puddy , for , 
on 2 5 July , she was again driving al ong the s ame s tre t ch of 
road at approximate ly the same t ime , when , hav ing pas s e d  the 
rai lway cro s s ing , the road l i t up j u s t  as before : this time 
though , she didn ' t  s t op - ac ce lerat ing ins t e ad : the n ,  af t e r  
about half a mi le , the engine cut out and Mrs Puddy found she 
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had no c ontrol over the car at all - no t even the brake s or 
s t eering! The c ar move d over to the s ide of the r o ad gu i d e d 
by s ome force she was p owerl e s s  to c ontrol and the car gl ide d 
t o  a s t op : the he adligh t s  remained on . 

To Mrs Puddy i t  now se emed as though she was " s i tting in a 
vacuum" - there was no s ound ,  i t  was l ike be ing in a s ound­
proof tube . She then fe l t  she was re ce iving a me s s age from 
the thing ,  the edge s  of which she coula see round and above 
the car .  In fac t she re c e ived thre e " te lepathic me

.
s s age s "  

in " beaut iful Engli sh" . The firs t :  " ALL YOUR TESTS WILL BE 
NEGATIVE " . The second : " TELL THE MEDIA DO NOT PANIC , WE MEAN 
NO HARM" .  Then a pause and : "YOU NOW HAVE CONTROL" . To tal 
durat ion e s t imate d  at mo s t  at 5 minut e s , probably le s s .  

The ear engine then s t arted up o f  i t s  own ac cord the blue 
l ight went out and off Mrs Puddy went . She agai� rep orted 
the occurrence to the p o l ice at Dromana and told them of the 
"me s sage s " : she al s o  again rang the Air Force and was re ­
warde d by rece iving a s e c ond inevitable que s t i onnaire which 
she ag�in completed.  Subsequently she al s o  re late d  the 
s tory on radio :  i t  was a " talk-back" programme and seve ral 
l i s teners phoned in to s ay they had seen a blue l ight in the 
are a around that t ime - and one may p o s s ibly have s e en the 
o b j e c t · i t s e lf : -

Maris  Ezergai l i s  s aw a flash of blue l igh t  trave l l ing 
hori zontal ly ,  and • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Mr and Mrs Be e l  de s cribed " an unusual l ight unl ike any­
thing we ' d  seen before " in the d i re c t i on of the p lac e 
de scribed by Maureen Puddy . Mr Be e l  in fac t went 
b k . 

' ' 
ac 1ns ide the house to  ge t b in o c ul ar s  but on c oming 

out again the " thing" had d i s appe are d . 
' 

Mrs Puddy had s t a t e d  she had had no prev i ous p sychi c  e xp e r­
i ences  of any de s crip t i on ,  but from the t ape -re c orded i n t e r­
view one extreme ly intere s t ing p o in t  emerge d , one that was 
not referred to in the Aus tralas ian Po s t .  

On Monday 2 4  July (Mrs Puddy normal ly vi s i te d  her s on on 
Mondays , Wedne s days and Fridays , but thi s we ek it was the 
Tue s day and Thurs day ) , she was at home in the evening and 
though� she he ard her name - Maure en - be ing c al l e d  and 
t o l d  her hus band ; he went out s ide the house but no-one was 
there . They l ive on a c orner and Mrs Puddy thought i t  mus t  
have be en s ome one pas s ing by . 
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On go ing t o  bed that nigh t , s he was kept awake f o r  a l ong 
t ime by a " v o i c e " re p e at e dly c al l ing her n ame - " Maure en , 
Maur e e n "  j u s t  as . i f  s ome one was out s i de . Twi c e  she wen t  t o  
h e r  daughte r ' s be dro om , but he r daugh t e r  w a s  s ound as l e e p . 
She al s o  went out t o  the bac k  y ard wi thou t  any luck and then 
re al i s e d  it was almo s t  c e r t ainly " in her mind " , and the f o l ­
l owing morn ing rang he r mother t o  s e e  i f  any thing was wrong 
w i th he r ,  but she was qu i t e  we l l . That even ing t he s e c ond 
" s auc e r "  inc ident o c curre d .  

When one t hink s about i t , the s p ac e  o r  o ther en t i t i e s  in­
v o lve d we n t  t o  a vas t amoun t o f  troub l e  t o  pu t ove r - in 
e ffe c t  - two me s s age s wh i c h  re al ly s e e m t o  be rathe r am­
b i guous or unne c e s s ary in them s e lve s .  Mrs P c e rt ainly d i d  
" te l l  t h e  me d i a "  o f  h e r  e xp e rienc e s , but t h e r e  had b e e n  
l i t t l e  o r  no ev idenc e of " p an i c " s o  f ar as UFO re p o r t s  in 
Aus tral i a  gene ral ly we re c onc e rne d ,  s o  why b o the r ?  And why 
Mr s Puddy? 

" Al l  your t e s t s  w i l l  be n e gat ive " - what t e s t s ?  New we ap on s ? 
Lunar and e x t ra- t e rre s t r i al probe s ?  T e s t s  t o  " prove " the 
e x i s t e n c e  o f  f ly ing s auc e r s  or thi s p ar t i c u l ar one ? Et c e tc .  
Or even po s s ib ly a p e r s onal me s s age t o  Mr s Puddy ? 

I t  i s  al s o  a p o in t  that al though Mr s  Puddy c l aime d no pre ­
v i ou s  p sy c h i c  e xp e r i e nc e s ,  he r re ac t i on t o  the "v o i c e " the 
f o l l owing day was to phone he r mother t o  s e e , in e f fe c t , if 
" Maure en , Maure e n "  might be a p sy c h i c  o r  t e l e path i c  c on t ac t 
at t e mp t . 

Whi l s t  I p e r s onal ly pre f e r  the ETH t o  J o hn Ke e l ' s  " U l tra­
t e rre s tr i al s "  e t c , it has to be admi t t e d  that thi s ''v o i c e " 
inc ident and s ome o ther f e ature s of the Puddy enc oun t e r  tend 
t o  l end s ome sup p o r t  t o  his pro p o s i t i on s . The re i s , howeve r ,  
s ome ind i c at i on that the s aucer was " re al "  inasmuch as i t  
would s e em t o  have b e en o b s e rv e d  by o the r s : i t  i s  p o s s ible , 
t o o , the re i s  a further w i tne s s  as ye t un trac e d , s in c e  as 
Mr s P drove ove r  the rai l way c ro s s ing the s e c on d  t ime , she 
p as s e d  a man w i th a f l ashl i gh t  l e ad ing a c ow in the opp o s i t e  
d i re c t i on ,  and h e  c ould we l l  have o b s e rve d the who l e inc i den t . 

Re al ly an e x traord inary c as e  • • • • •  

I wou l d  add t hat the t ap e -re c o rd e d  int e rv i e w  and t he ar t i c l e 
in the Aus t ralas i an  Po s t  c o inc i de in almo s t  eve ry de t ai l . 

N ORNAN 0 LIVER 
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NO MOOR E ,  P L E.ASE ! 
A review by Co lin Bord of C AN YOU SPEAK VENUS IAN? A Guide t o  
the Independen t Thinker s, by Pa trick Moore , pub li shed 1 97 2  
by David & Charles, £2. 7 5 ·  

TV 's tame as tron omer, Pa trick Moore , has produced a po t­
boiler in which he idly lumps toge th er individua ls whose 
ideas seem to him to b e  unconv entiona l, and gives them all 
th e sam e tongue-in-cheek treatment thinly disguised as un­
biased repo rting. Such int ellects as C G Jung, V e likovsky 
and Wilhelm Reich are jostled alongside fla t- earthers and 
pier-end palmists. Whilst expressin g ' the gr ea tes t p er sona l 
admiration ' !or these 'independ en t think ers ', Mr Moore give s 
very abbreviated and sometimes inaccura te repor ts of their 
ideas and experimen ts - in fac t jus t  sufficien t ma teria l to 
provide him wi th hi s Aunt Sa llys. 

When writing of C G Jung' s researches in to as tro logy, he  
confess es that he canno t m ake head n or tai l of them, and 
whilst writing of the phenom enon of impressing though t images 
upon photographic film h e  mentions Fukurai of Japan who ex­
periment ed with som e success in 1 9 10: h e  then goes on to say, 
'Alas, I know of nobody who has followed up Profess or Fuku­

rai's work • • •  • Apparently Patrick Moore ha s never h eard of 
Ted Serios and Jules Eisenbud, who have produced such a 
weal th of incontrovertible materia l wi th the Po laroid cam era. 
These are no t the only occasions when Mr Moore shows us tha t 
he was way out of hi s dep th whil s t  compi ling this bo ok. 

The subjec t of f lying saucer s  does n ot suff er a s  bad ly as i t  
migh t. Star ting wi th Ad amski and Allingh am, b o th of whom h e  
has met, he gives his cus tomary tongue -in-ch eek acc oun t  of 
th eir exp eriences and then f li ts on to the Char lton cra ter, 
which he visit ed when i t  was in th e n ews . Th e rest of th e 
chapter dea ls with Ar thur Shutt lewood and Warmin s ter, which 
Patrick Moore believes 'represen ted th e high wa ter mark of 
Bri tish Saucery ' .  Ar thur Shuttlewood and his books are an 
easy targe t  for sceptical sarcasm, and th e fac t tha t Pa tr ick 
Moore deals with him in almost a kindly mann er should cause 
us to wa t.ch with interes t Mr Moore  's atti tude to the futur e 
d evelopments of urology. 

The only reason for writing about this book in GEMINI is 
that its title and dust jack et (which shows what is probably 
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some of Bernard Byron's spac e languages (though no credit is 
given ) might cause some read ers who wish to l earn more about 
contact ee s and their experienc es , to think that h ere  is a 
book which could be  of  value. There is in fact nothing here 
that is of  any value to such an en quirer . Wi th only 160 
pages and only on e plat e as a fron tispiece (showing two 
photographs of Pa trick Noore - and there is another on th e 
j �cket ), this book is poor valu e at £2.75. But, as the pub -
1 1sher probab ly thought, with a nam e like Patrick Moore ,  how 
can we  go wrong ? 

M YSTERIOUS 
B RITA I N  

• 

• 

• 

Book Review 

This, a new book by two of my personal fri ends and GEMINI 
contributors, Jane t  and Colin Bord i s , according to its 
publishers, "a panorama of  ques tions and answers in words 
and pictures (complete with Ordnance Survey map r eferences ), 
of the places , facts and beliefs which have mad e Bri ta in a 
land to visit al l through th e ages. It is a book to read 
AND to us e. "  

This is true, for the book contains s ections on w ells, hill­
figures, church carvings , buria l mounds. l eys, ufos and many 
many other fac ets of the unusual, which, in a large number 
of cas es are so much in . evid enc e that their unusual conno­
ta tion s ar e normally ignor ed. 

A fascinating book - and out of six reviews that I have s een 
in the national press, all six commend it to their read ers. 
Its price is high, but this i s  offs et by the magni ficent 
illustrations - 243 in all, many from photos taken by Janet 
and Colin thems elves - with which the book abounds. A ·,.must " 
for the conn oisseur. 

Norman Oliver --------------------------------------------� 
MYSTER IOUS BR ITAIN • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Jan e t  and Co lin Bord. 
Published by • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  The Garnstone Press 

59, Brompton Road 
Pric e £5 .90 London SW3 1DS. 
************************************************************ 
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Discussions with 

M O L L \ E. T H O M P S O N 
Conc luding parts of a serie s of te le pathic c on t ac t expe ri­
ence s wi th an ent i ty of ' gre at wi sdom ' . The name ' Phi lemon ' 
was agre ed upon be c ause the human mind re quire d t hi s  as a 
focal po int . No ac tual words we re spoken , but s ince though t s  
we re frame d in the manner of a c onve rs ati on a Q & A format 
has been adopte d • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

gm 2· 

�: Would I ye t be able t o  c omprehend the machinery o f  

UFOs • • • •  the ir propuls i on unit?  

Phi lemon : ' Propul s i on ' in your terminol ogy pre suppose s that 

one is overcoming a re s i s tant force . Is it wi se 

t o  as sume that for UFO in the ir nat ive env ironment 

such me thods are nec e s s ary? 

� :  I suppo se  not .  Te l l  me in your way then.  

I: I would like you t o  cons i der the funct i ons of  the fol l ow­

ing machine s in your environment : - telephone , me chanic al 

grab , te levi s i on .  What have they in common? 

�: They are all made by man . 

E :  The c ommon denominator i s  even more b as i c  • • • • •  e ach i s  an 

external i s ation of one member or one at tribute of the 

human b ody . 
� : Ye s ,  when you l o ok at i t  that way • • • •  and e ac h  e xtend s  the 

' reach ' of the pers on us ing i t .  

P :  And what would you s ay provided the mo t ive p owe r ,  Man ' s  

cre ative inven tivene s s  or mere fue l ?  
�:  Wait a moment , I ' m ge tting that ' fe e l ing ' again . I t  i s 

s ome thing to do wi th external i s ing what i s  alre ady a p art 

of you .  You don ' t  me an this li te ral ly in c onne c t i on with 

UFOs , do you? 
E: Not as l i teral ly as your frame d though t . Again we have 

arrive d at a gap in e xpe ri ence/me mo ry , for you h ave no 

c omparable s i tuat i on w l th whi ch to c onne c t  what I s end t o  

32 

you . Re l ax .  We w i l l  e s t ab l i s h  an o th e r  s e t o f  c onne c t i ons 
Y ou are aware that ' s o l i d ' mat t er is a s i tuat i on inv o lving 
b o th ene rgy and mo t i on ; the de gr e e  o f  mat e r i al i s a t i on - or 
mat t e r  f o rming - depends up on the rate and the angl e of 
the e n e rgy ' s  mo t i on . S in c e  yours is not a brain c onve r s an 
wi th Earth ' s  s c i en t i f i c  n omen c l ature , thi s c rude ana l o gy 
mu s t  suff i c e : - the p i t c h  of a n o t e  d e p end s on the l e ngth 
and hen c e  the vibrat i on- t ime of a p lucke d gui t ar s t ring ; 
the ' s t ate ' of mat t e r  anywhe re in the c re at e d  unive r s e  de ­
pends up on s ub t l e  d i f f e re n c e s  and vari at i on s  o f  ' v ibrati on 
of ene rgy .  

S :  I think I f o l l o w  you .  Whe n y ou s ay the ' s t a t e ' o f  mat t e r  
fe e l  that y ou don ' t  me an i t s  phy s i c al prope rt i e s  but rathe 
i t s  ' mode o f  exi s tenc e ' as the di c t i onary put s  i t . 

P :  True . N ow , y our phy s i c al s i ght dep ends up on l i gh t - e ne rgy 
c au s ing a re s p on s e  wi thin y our brain c i rcui t ry ,  and you 
al s o  know o f  l i gh t  ray s  that are be yond the l imi t ing f ac t o: 
of that c i rcu i t ry .  Likewi s e  the re are s t a t e s  o f  mat t e r  
that are beyond t h e  l im i t of your p e rc e p t i on .  

S :  We are ge t t ing ar ound t o  UFOs . 
P: Y ou s e n s e  that • • •  Go o d . Y ou , as o b s e rve r wi thin a b o dy c orn· 

p o s e d  of e arth-p i t ch-v i brat i on s , are in a ( re l at iv e ly ) 
s t at i c  s t ate , one wh i c h  y ou c ann o t  al t e r  • • • •  the ' mo de o f  
e xi s t e nc e ' or s t ate of U F O s  i s  var i ab l e . 

S :  Thi s  i s  ano the r ' oni on s k i n  truth ' - I s e e  t rue and n o t  
t rue d i f f e re n t ly a s  skins o f  non-c ompre he n s i on are p e e l e d  
off . S o , UFO are always re al , t angibl e ,  v i s ib le t o  them­
s e lve s but not always so t o  me . Y ou onc e aske d i f  I woul d 
d oub t my s ani t y  i f  a c raf t that I was wat ching suddenly 
di s ap p e are d .  

P :  Exc e l l e n t . And have you any fre s h  though t s  ab out y our 
as sump t i on re garding a ' pr opul s i on uni t ' ?  

S :  We l l , i f  the ir s t ate i s  var i ab l e  and I have no knowl e dge 
of the c ondi t i on s  of that s t at e  I c an ' t  imagine movement 
wi thin i t .  But whe n  they are re gi s t e ring wi thin E ar t h ' s  
c ondi t i on s  sure ly they w i l l  ne e d  t o  ab i de by our phys i c al 
l aws o f  mo t i on ?  

P :  S o  t h e y  do . H owev e r , t h e  ab i l i ty whi c h  enab l e s  the s e  
be ings t o  change s t ate al s o  enab l e s them to  ut i l i s e  an 
e x t e rn al i s at i on o f  inner p owe r  whi c h  e x t en d s  t o  the i r  
veh i c l e  and s e rve s t o  ' prope l ' i t  through your l e s s  rap i d­
ly v i brat ing atmo sphere/mat te r .  

� : Thi s  abi l i ty • . . • • . • • •  i s  s omehow c onne c t e d  wi th them be ing 
many -bu t - al s o- one . 
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��  Defini te ly s o ,  and le t me d i s p e l that s ad dro o p  of the 
shoulders by as suring y ou that mankind al s o  has the p ot e n­
tial for such abi l i t ie s . We ar ing the b o d i e s that you d o  
(whi ch are marve l l ous i n  themse lve s an d  ye t are v e ry 
l imi ted ) , consciousne s s  has firs t t o  l e arn the c ircuitry 
of the brain/computer • • • •  for the p owe r - s our c e  c an  only be 
tapped when the owner knows exac t ly what he i s  ' o c cupy ing ' . 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

PART .§.. 
Se lf : Can you tell  me what problems spac e p e o p l e s  have , or 

have had • •  and how they ne go tia t e  them? From what y ou ' ve 

s ai d  previously I fe e l  that conf l i c t  i s  unknown , but 

what or di sease ? 

Phi lemon : Your phras e ' space people s ' needs  clarificat i on .  

The created universe i s  te eming wi th l ife in many 

s t age s of evolut ion and in many forms : s ome w oul d be 

unrec ogni s able as ' life ' under y our de f in i t i on .  Y our 

own plane t  herse lf support s several l ife -s tre ams of 

which Man , the dominant specie s ,  knows n o thing • • •  and 

many of Man ' s  problems ari s e  from the n on-re c ogni t i on 

of the purpose  and ne eds of o ther l ife - s treams . In 

other regi ons of the universe s imilar p r o b l e m s  have 

faced dominant spe c ie s • • •  the s o luti on of whi ch d e p e nde d 

upon a widening of conscious re cogni t ion of l ife-in­

re lat ion-to-l ife . During the proc e s s  of ev o lut i on 

there are four bas ic thre sholds : -� 1� �  The dawning of awarene s s . 
The dawning of s e lf-awarene s s .  Thi s l e ad s  t o  
The proce s s  of pe rfe c t ing t he phy s i cal v e h i c l e , 
which begins wi th the natural - s e l e c t i on p ro c e s s  
an d  culminate s i n  a consci ous p ar t i c ipat ion . 

(4 )  Then come s the ful ler deve l o pment of c on s c i ousne s s  
• • •  which c an al s o  b e  t e rm e d  a v e hi c l e . Th i s  in 
turn move s through a further s e t  o f  thre s ho l d s  in 
the perfe c t ing pro ce s s . 

e: What s tage are we at ? 
f: As a l ife - s tream you are mid-way t hrough proce s s  numbe r  3 . 

�� Can you t e l l  me more about d i s e as e , s in c e  thi s  s e ems t o  

be long in category 3? 
! =  C onfl i c t  i s  of i t se lf a dis-e ase and i t s  re sul t s  are 

regi s tered through the phys ic al vehic l e . I t  may or may 
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n o t  b e  obv i ous t o  you that a be ing who i s  gaining mas t e ry 
ove r  the c omp lexi t i e s  of i t s  own brain me chan i sm i s  mov ing 
t owar d s  a d i s e as e -free b o dy .  

S :  Ye s ,  an d  me d i c al s c i en c e  knows that much i l lne s s  i s  p sych o ­- '
s omat i c . 

P :  Ye t thi s dawning re c ogni t i on i s  v i e w e d  only in the one 
s p e c i al i s e d  are a ,  whe n  in f ac t it s houl d  e x t end into eve ry 
are a o f  mank ind ' s  l i f e  s i tuat i on .  

S :  I c an  ' f e e l ' how u t t e rly imp o r t an t  thi s i s  • • .  I w onder • • • .  

c ould y ou he l p  me t o  wr i t e  a b o o k  on i t  • • •  l at e r ?  
P :  B e f o re that wou l d  b e  p o s s ib l e  you wou l d  ne e d  t o  gain ex­

p e r i en c e  of thi s truth whi c h  you fe e l  to be s o  v i t al . I 
c an  supp ly y ou wi th fur the r p o in t e r s  t oward s e l f - e xp e ri ence 
bu t only y ou c an  imp l emen t the m .  The re i s  h oweve r ,  one 
p rimary s te p  that you mus t  t ake , b e c au s e  thi s p ro c e s s  o f  
s e l f -e xp e r i e n c e  c ann o t  be und e r t aken s imp l y  a s  a me chan i c aJ 
survey of the brain and body . I have u s e d  such words as 
c i rcui t ry and c ompu t e r  only b e c au s e  they repre s e n t  an anal­
agous s y s t e m .  That f i r s t s tep i s  to  fe e l  r e s p e c t  and ad ­
mirat ion f o r  the s e rv i c e s  given t o  you by the b o dy , whi ch 
i s  your only vehi c l e  of expre s s i on .  

S :  That s e ems rathe r odd • • •  l ike a s p l i t  p e r s onal i ty ,  as i f  I 
we re s e p arat ing mys e lf from my b o dy • • •  o r  wo r s e  s t i l l , a 
s or t  o f  N arc i s su s . 

P :  I t  only s e ems o dd b e c au s e  the c on c e p t  i s  new t o  you . The re 
wi l l  c ome a t ime whe n , by hav ing s e e mingly s e para t e d  your 
s e lf from your b o dy , you w i l l  have be c ome more int e grat e d  
wi th i t .  As I men t i oned whi l e  s t a t ing t h e  thre s ho l d s  o f  
e v o lu t i on : - f i r s t a nature pro c e s s ,  late r a c on s c i ou s  one . 

S :  On t o  a s l i gh t ly diffe rent l ine • • •  your t alk o f  ' re s p e c t ' 
remin d e d  me of once whe n  you aske d  me t o  c on s i d e r  ' Love ' .  

P :  Fo l l ow y our l ine o f  thought , i t  i s  imp o r t an t . 
S :  During the l as t ye ar o r  s o  I have be en abl e  t o  ' fe e l ' a 

growing Love f o r  eve rything • • •  p e o p l e  and p l an t s  and p l an e t s  
• • •  But i t  i s  a s trange thing that whe n  I think o f  you • • •  I 
f e e l  an enormous re s pe c t  f o r  you , bu t i t  d o e s n ' t  s e em 
p o s s i b l e  t o  c al l  thi s  ' Love ' .  Why i s  thi s ? 

P :  You are app r o aching a gre at l e ap in y our c omprehe n s i on 
l eve l .  I s hall n o t  answer your que s t i on s  dire c t ly f o r  t o  
d o  s o  wou l d  be t o  r o b  you o f  making a gre at s te p  o n  your 
own . Suff i c i e n t  t o  s ay that the c au t i on you fe e l  in thi s  
mat te r  i s  natural , and i s  the c lue t o  the d i s c ove ry y ou 
wi l l  make . I t  may surpri s e  y ou ini t i al ly • • • •  then you w i l l  
l augh : and P h i l emon wi l l  b e  l aughing wi th y ou . THE END 
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Themes of Contact 

Norman Ollver 
"Oh no ! Not satisfied with telling �s that sex goe s  nicely 
with Saucers , he ' s  now going to  say we should celebrate black 
masses , grab our broomsticks , nip off to the meeting place of 
the neare st  coven and sacrifice a virgin or two to encourage 
a Flying Saucer to come down and j oin in the fun ! I can 
hear the chorus already - albeit a minority one if I know my 
readers ! 

Neverthele s s , let me pander to  this viewpoint for a moment 
and take a look at QUEST UFO REPORT No 2 published in Ontario 
Canada, on the front cover of which we are " treated" to a · 
photograph of a nude female who ,  at first glance , appears to 
be stabbing herself with three arms whilst lying on her back 
with her bottom in the air! From the caption, however ,  we 
gather she was merely recoiling from a ritualistic knife ! 

This was the "hors-doeuvres " , so  to  speak, 
to the article inside by Ramona Clark, 
which certainly shows she doesn ' t  have a 
very friendly attitude towards witchcraft 
as we are told, " It has long been recog­
nised by authorities that the use or mind­
expanding drugs , telepathy and halluci­
nations are all part of the witchcraft 
ritual. " (Why should telepathy be ' bad ' ? ) 
• • •  and • • •  "The black mass is  held near 
caves ,  rivers and Indian burial mounds. 
Meetings also  take place near gravel pits 
where many UFOs have been s ighted. " • • •  and 
• • •  "Amnes ia, telepathy, hallucinations and 
astral projection , strange entities that possess the power of 
teleportation • • • • •  all the se and more are related to witch­
craft and the now-familiar modern-day stories of UFOs , Space­
men and UFO occupants .  We are quite aware now that surreal­
istic dreams are being used to cover up the actual happenings 
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t hat t ake p l ac e  during " t ime l o s s ' .  That the re are inc i d e n t  
almo s t  t o o  we ird t o  ac c e p t  happening i s  qui te ev i de n t . The 
ac tual event s are c l oud e d  under the i r  c ove r .  The s e  inc id e n t  
c an  - and do - happen t o  many p e op l e , many we s hal l never 
l e arn of f o r  f e ar o f  r i d i cu l e . I t  c an happen t o  anyone any ­
t ime and an y  p l ac e . W e  are de al ing wi th a c omp l i c at e d  in­
te l l i gence : one that we mus t  c e r t ain ly l e arn to unde r s t and 
be fore we b e c ome its v i c t ims • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • •  " 

Al l  thi s ap ar t f rom al l e ging that wi t chc raf t inc lude s " s e l l ­
ing one ' s  s oul " , " mak ing b l o o d  s acrif ic e s " , " ch i l d - s l av e ry " , 
" ly c an thropy " , "vamp i r i s m "  and " c anni b al i sm" - n o t  t o  men t i m  
the o l d  che s tnu t o f  re c i t ing the Lord ' s  p raye r backwar d s ! Gc 
on - you try i t !  N o  - I d on ' t  b e l i eve i t  alway s  works out 
that way . 

T o  b e gin wi th , the ave rage p e r s on ' s  mi s c on c e p t i on o f  the 
" b l ack art s "  and wi t c hc raf t i s  as t ound ing , a re sul t of c e n ­
turi e s  of " in do c t r inat i on "  an d  i n  m o r e  re c ent ye ar s  fre quen t  
s en s a t i onal i s t  tre atment by t h e  p re s s  and o ther me d i a . T o  
be a wi t c h  i s  o n l y  j us t  c e as ing t o  be s yn onymou s w i th b e ing 
evi l .  True , the re are d i f f e re n t  typ e s  
o f  magi c - " b l ac k "  and " wh i t e " :  but then 
we have the " go o d i e s "  and the " badd i e s "  
in almo s t  e v e ry s phere o f  human ac t iv i ty 
- i t  c e r t ainly i sn ' t  the s o l e  pre rog­
ative of wi tc hc raf t .  T o  i l lu s t rate my 
p o in t , here are a few quo t e s from E A 
S t  Ge orge , an o c c ul t i s t , wpo has wri t t en 
s ome of the s ounde s t , and mo s t  humourous , c ommon s en s e  i t  
has eve r  b e e n  my p l e asure t o  re ad • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

" • • •  the r e p o r t e r  c ame al ong . He 
arrive d w i t h out any warn ing and he 
wan t e d to int e rv i e w  me on " S e x ,  Magi c , 
S e x , W i t chcraf t , S e x . " The subj e c t s  
s e e me d t o  b e  s omewhat mingl e d  i n  h i s  
mind , f o r  h e  was c onv in c e d  that 
everyone in the o c cul t world t o ok o f f  
the i r  c l o the s at eve ry o p p o rtun i ty , 

that we were al l Satani s t s  and worshipp e d the Dev i l  and s o  
on . I trie d t o  s or t  the man out and I f ai l e d . H e  want e d  
kinky though t s  an d  int e re s t ing p i c ture s an d  h e  l e f t  qui t e  
uns at i s f i e d .  

" • • • • •  B l ack magi c ian s are supp o s e d  t o  g o  in f o r  orgi e s  - the 
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Sunday papers have exp o s ed orgie s s o  often they mus t  know 
more about them than even we do ! But I know a c oup le of 
bl ack magi c i ans who wouldn ' t  be s e en de ad at orgi e s  and a 
c oup le of whi te one s who would wi l l ingly partic ipate . I t  
doe sn ' t  prove a thing e i the r way . 

" • • •  Then there ' s  our reputat i on for de se crat ing churche s ,  
s tealing wine , wafers and all the re s t .  Now , I ' ve never me t 
an occul t i s t  who did any thing of the s ort , but I ' ve c ome ac ­
ross  hool igans who did . " 

Thank you E A S t  Ge orge - the point i s  made . But , you are 
s aying, what about the Saucers then? S o , l e t  me turn to one 
of my s ourc e s  for s aucer ' s orc ery • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

LADY HELEN - A WITCH 

" LADY HELEN " has been a pers onal friend of mine for a number 
of ye ars , though only c omparative ly re cently have I learned 
of he r Wicca c onne c ti ons . She i s  al s o  intere s te d  in our own 
sub j e c t  of Ufo l ogy for re as ons she may not wish ful ly t o  di­
vulge but I suspect that a proport i on of her intere s t  l i e s  
more ln discovering what make s ufo l ogi s t s  " tick" than wi th 
the me chani c s  of the Saucers thems e lve s .  P o s s ibly be c ause 
she i s  more intere s ted in people  than things : p o s s ibly be ­
cause she has no nee d  to find out . I have every re spe c t  f or 
the l ady c oncerne d and her fami ly , who s e em t o  me t o  have 
c l oser tie s with one another than many profe s s ing more " c on­
ventional " be l ief s : but , here in a Q & A format is Lady 
He len to speak for herself : -

NORM.AN O LIVER: I understand why you prefer t o  use a "nom-de­
plume " , but perhap s you would l ike to exp lain 
your re as ons to our readers • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

LADY HELEN : The subj e c t  of wi tchcraft is  very emo t ive . 
We all have chi ldren and do not de s ire them 
to be subj e c t  t o  persecution . Tho se  of your 
re aders who are parent s wi ll  understand a 
child ' s  ne ed "not to be different to his 
friends . "  Therefore , unt i l  there i s  more 
t olerance toward s " the different " ,  the anon­
ymi ty mus t  remain to protect  our kin . 

NORMAN O LIVER: Are you the leader , or one of the leade rs , of 
your c oven and do you have a " t i t le " ?  

LADY HELEN : I am ,  for the purp ose  of ceremony , the le ader 
of the c oven . My t i t l e  is " The Lady " , hence 
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" Lady Helen" . Howeve r ,  in the c oven there are a group of 
people who are known as " The Elders " .  The Elders and my­
s e l f  de c ide our p o l icy : if there i s  any d i s s ens i on ( but 
thi s i s  rare ) , i t  i s  left  for me tD de c ide . 

N :  How many are there in your c oven and do you prac tice  
" bl ack" or "whi te " wi tchcraft? 

LH :  There are 37  members in our group . We prac t i c e  a re l ig­
ion which is  "Wi s e "  and therefore i t  mus t  be for go od and 
agains t  ev i l . We have many as s oc iate members , who , under· 
s t anding our aims , give he lp where and when ne e de d .  

N :  Could you define the difference be twe en " b lack" and 
" whi te " wi tche s ?  

LH :  I don ' t  think you ne e d  m e  to t e l l  you what i s  go od and 
that whi ch is evil . I do wi sh the word " black" and the 
word " whi t e " had not been brought int o  be ing in thi s c on­
ne c t i on ,  as they have different me anings to different 
race s .  Howeve r ,  for the purp o s e  of answe ring , " bl ack" haE 
c ome to me an s imply " evi l " and "whi te " ,  " go od " . 

N :  Have you always been a wi tch? 
LH :  No , only s ince I was s even ye ars old,  when my father 

promi s e d  t o  gui de me in the way of hi s fathe rs . He then 
s tarted to t e ach me how to re c ognise  different plants  and 
tre e s  and the ir use s in me dic ine : al s o  the lore of the 
birds and ins e c t s  and the ne eds  of our fe l l ow-man . 

N :  Are your ceremonie s  normal ly he ld in the open , and i s  
nudity involve d? If s o ,  why? 

LH :  Qui te a l o t  of ceremonie s  are he ld in the open , because 
thi s i s  where i t  firs t began .  You know the Gods and 
Godde s s e s  are the Gods of Nature , so natural ly they are 
more e as i ly worshipped in the ir own surroundings . But 
for our own c onvenienc e we do mo s t  of our te aching in our 
own home s .  Nudi ty? If s ome one works be tter  in the nude , 
why no t?  The human body i s  one of the mo s t  beaut iful 
things in the Universe . In the pas t ,  p e ople  us e d  very 
he avy robe s for prote c t i on agains t  thorns and the c o ld . 
They hurri e d  t o  the me e t ing-p l ace  whe re there we re f ire s 
burning and food and drink . S o , when the danc ing began 
pe ople  became very hot . And , real ly , have you ever tri e d  
t o  dance in a very l ong robe made of a b l anke t- l ike c l o th? 
Serious ly , though , there i s  a c eremony when the removal 
of c l o thing has to be . 

N :  Wi tchcraf t  has i t s  origins before Chri s t ianity • • •  i s  that 
c orre c t ? 

LH :  Ye s ,  the re l igi on goe s  back much farther than Chri s t i ani ty 
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Ma.ny Chri s t ian fe as t days are bas e d  on tho se  of " The Old 
Re l igi on" : the old te achings are paral l e l led many time s 
in Chri s t iani ty . 

N :  You once mentioned t o  me that the origins of wi tchcraf t  
c ould be c onne c te d  with extra- terre s trial s . C ould you 
enlarge on thi s ?  

LH :  A s  a t  pre s ent , craf t  usual ly land i n  remo te  p l ac e s .  In 
the pas t ,  i t  was the more inte l l igent among the nat ive s 
who bec ame curi ous and venture d out t o  s e e  who the se 
be ings were who c ame in " Iron Birds " , "Dragons " ,  " Ange l s ' 
Chario t s " e tc . The ir c ourage was rewarde d in that they 
were taught the se cre t s  of Nature : how to make it work 
for you ins te ad of against : plants t o  he lp in s ickne s s  
e tc .  And s o  the s e  p e ople be c ame known a s  the "Wi s e "  and 
o thers turne d to them in t ime of s ickne s s . 

N :  Does  a witch p o s s e s s  what o thers would regard as " super­
natural " p owers? For exampl e ,  c an  you e ffe c t ive ly " curs e "  
pe ople ? 

LH :  A witch p o s s e s s e s  nothing which i s  not bas i c  in everyone . 
Pe ople , in be coming " civi l i s e d "  have l o s t  s ight of the se  
powers . A wi t ch cult ivate s them , l e arns how t o  bring 
them back t o  l ife - how t o  c ontrol them and make the 
p ower work for you . Ye s ,  I c an  " curse "  s ome one , and did 
in the case of a person be ing very crue l to animal s . It  
i s  not a p ower t o  use lightly and I have only use d  i t  
onc e . I do not bel i eve i n  put ting "Power" t o  a bad end , 
but this person had to be s t opped before they turned from 
animals to younf children . 

B a  Are you te lepathic t o  any degre e ?  If s o ,  doe s  thi s app ly 
t o  o ther members of  your c oven? 

LH :  Ye s ,  we are telepathic in varying degre e s . Mo s t  of us 
c an  als o  " re ad the future " :  the s e  art s  are natural ly 
brought to the surface by prac t i s ing our art s .  

N :  I have asked about the origins o f  wi tchcraft in re lat i on 
t o  extra- te rre s trial craft : i s  the re a pre s ent-day c on­
ne c tion be tween the two? 

LH :  Be twe en members of the Old Re l igi on and the " Old One s "  
there i s  s ti l l  a c onne c ti on .  I don ' t  me an that should 
you j oin a c oven you will aut omatical ly mee t  space p e ople . 
There are many pe ople prac t i s ing wi tchcraf t  who have no 
c onne ction wi th the " Old One s " . Thi s  is not to s ay the s e  
pe ople ar e  no t s ince re , an d  mo s t ly they prac t i s e  a very 
beautiful and sat isfying re l igion . 

ll &  As we ll as be ing a wi tch , d o  you yourse lf have extra-
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LH :  

N :  

LH :  
N :  

LH :  

N :  
LH :  

If :  

terre s t rial c onne c t ions?  If s o , c an  you e laborat e ?  
The one thing fo l l ows from the o ther i n  our case , a s  you 
can see from previ ous answers . 
Do you regard yourself as an extra- terre s trial? If s o ,  
c an  you enlarge ? 
Ye s I do , but for the pre sent would rathe r no t enlarge . 
Have you ever entere d  what i s  p opul arly terme d a " flying 
saucer" ? 
I have trave l l e d  with pe ople who did not originate from 
the p lane t Earth . 
Have you always l ived in North England? 
I have l ived in many different plac e s ,  but hope to spend 
the next few ye ar s  in the Lanc s -Che shire are a .  We have 
work here I f ind mo s t  sat i s fying. 
Personally , I would regard " whi te " wi tchcraf t  as a love 
or , and an attemp t  to be c ome one with nature in i t s  
broade s t  sense . Would you agre e ?  Or c ould you give a 
more accurate apprai sal? 

LH :  Ye s ,  thi s is  s o , but it  i s  als o  the door to s e cre t know­
ledge , of worlds you never knew exi s t e d  in your wi lde s t  
dre ams .  A sense o f  wonde r  you thought you had c l o s e d  the 
door on as you left chil dho o d .  A knowle dge of the good 
in the Universe , but al s o ,  of the de e p  evi l  which lurks 
in s ome of the s e  se cre t  worlds . But by far the mo s t  
wonderful thing you learn i s  a l ove and understanding o f  
your fe l low-man that surpas s e s  anything you have eve r 
known . 

B :  What advice would you give t o  anyone wishing to j o in a 
c oven? And how would they s e t  about i t ?  

LH :  I would s ay firs t ,  what d o  you want from witchcraft? 
What are you prepared to give ? If you want sex , che ap 
thri l l s , then j ump on the band-waggon , there are many of 
the se c ovens up and down the c ountry . D on ' t , unl e s s  you 
are prepare d to spend l ong hours s tudying. But even s o ,  
i t  i s  very hard t o  become a member o f  the re al Wicca.  I t  
i s  e as ier t o  be c ome a member o f  the " imi tat ors " and there 
are many c ovens al l ove r the c ountry fulfi l l ing thi s ne ed 
that has be c ome apparent in p e ople . Depending upon an 
individual ' s  nee d  I c ould advise on thi s point . You c ould 
of c ourse s tart your own c oven , but the l e ader would have 
to be ins truc te d , guide d and initiate d .  

H :  What advice (printable l ) would you give t o  the Ufologi s t? 
LH :  The s e  people are here now , in gre at numbers . Take care ! 

Le s t  you entertain " Ange ls "  unaware . A l o ok through your 
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N :  

LH :  

N .  

LH :  

newspapers will tell you the " s ide " o f  Earth you are 
pre s ent ing t o  them . Re ad and think ! When we show no 
l ove and re spe c t  for our own world and pe ople , then 
sure ly the s e  pe ople are right to be afraid of open c on­
tac t  for the pre sent . The Ufo l ogi s t  has a j ob to d o .  
Show by your examp le that the world i s  maturing. 
How , in your opinion , c an  one be s t  effe c t  c ontac t  wi th 
extra- terre s trial s ?  And do you c ons ider there is any 
dange r involve d in attemp ting to do s o ?  
One canno t e ffec t  c ontac t .  THEY c ontac t YOU . Its not 
when THEY are re ady , its when YOU are . Cheer up , you 
are gradual ly moving in the right direc t i on .  The re 
would be no danger in c ontac t ing the s e  pe ople if it 
we re p o s sible . It is  pos s ible that in attemp ting to 
do s o  one is very fre quently led as tray .  The re are 
many mis chievous be ings who s e  s o le aim in exi s tence 
se ems t o  be to throw red herrings . They are harmle s s  
�ut exasperat ing . There are al s o ,  unfortunate ly , be -
1ngs int ent on evi l .  And the se would will ingly de s troy 
a mind for the sheer he l l  of it . But of the " Old One s "  
thems e lve s - only good c an  c ome from knowing them.  
Have you any other c omments you would like t o  make ? Or 
o ther informat ion you think would intere s t  re ade rs of 
GEMIN I? 
My s t ars Norman , I would re ckon you ' ve had enough ! 
If your re aders have been intere s te d ,  perhaps they 
c ould fire que s t i ons in your dire c t i on and I would do 
my be s t  t o  answer them. Meanwhile , "May you walk in 
the paths of y our Gods .u 

Thank you - Lady He len , and now le t us touch on s omewhat 
different as s oc iat ions of Witchcraft with Ufo l ogy • • • . • • .  

Wi tchcraft and the occul t open up a fas c inat ing fie ld to 
the re searcher : they bri s t le with hidden me anings , cros s ­
as s oc iat i ons an d  " t ie-up s "  with subj e c t s  c l o s e ly as soc iate d 
with Ufo l ogy if not Ufology i t s e lf . 

The p o s s ibility of the exi s tence of anc ient c ivilisat i ons 
such as " At l ant i s "  and " Lemuria" in eras of pre -hi s t ory 
has fasc inate d  many a re searcher and leads us t o  • • • • • • • • • •  
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I :  

1 1 

, I 
RITUALS 

S tewart Farrar , in WHAT WITCHES DO t e l l s  us that " the origins 
of e s o teric te achings are l o s t  in l egendary pre -hi s t ory . A 
firm occult trad i t i on plac e s  them in At lant i s : not me re ly an 
inherited tradition ,  but one re inforc e d  by p sychic te chnique s 
of re c al l ing pas t inc arnat ions and re ading the Akashic Re ­
c ords . "  And later • • • •  " The Akashic princ ip le can be thought 
of as a mul t i-dimens ional re c ording medium , in which every­
thing that has ever happened has left its mark . Advanc e d  
ade p t s  acquire the gift o f  " c onsul t ing the Akashic Re cord s "  
for information o n  the ir o wn  an d  other p e op le s ' pas t live s ." 

Whi l s t  admittedly wri t ing in a mode rn ve in ,  Wi lliam Gray , in 
his book SEASONAL OCCULT RITUALS prov ide s us with what may 
perhaps be a more remarkable anal ogy than he re al i s e s  when 
describing the Ri te of C ommencement which " • • • •  in a way • • • •  

i s  very s imilar t o  the ini t ial thrus t behind a rocke t ship 
which put s i t  int o  orb i t . Prov iding the firs t s tage fal l s  
off properly an d  al lows the remainder t o  t ake up i t s  orbit 
in a c orre c t  fashi on , al l i s  we l l  • • • •  " and : " When the main 
Rite i s  done a s ort of de scent programme i s  nee de d  t o  bring 
the ri tual i s t s  back t o  ordinary Earth Leve l s  of l ife with a 
s erie s of broad 1 re -entry ' c irc l e s  that culminate s in what 
might be de scribed as a perfect  landing . Thus the psyche is 
gently and naturally brought back int o al ignment with the 
everyday pers onal ity. " 

�ack in WHAT WITCHES DO we are informed that a phal lic  wand 
should be c arried for mo s t  Wicc an 
fe s t ival ri tual s .  It may , however ,  
be a p lain wand , decorat e d  with • 
black and whi t e  ribbon , pos s ibly, 
the true form of C aduceus or Me r­
curian s t aff with i t s  intertwine d 
twin serpent s .  Ge orge Hunt Wil l ­
i ams on ,  in OTHER TONGUES , OTHER 
FLESH s tate s  that e arly in 1 9 52 a 
young man who lec tured in Cali­
fornia on the c oming of the Space 
Pe ople to  Earth used the caduceus 
symbol , and he goe s on to al lege 
that men from spac e  came to se t t l e  dispute s and " he al " man ' s  
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suffer ings by wande ring from plac e to  p lac e di spens ing cure s ,  
and the caduceus be came a s ign of he al ing and s e t t lemen t of 
quarre l s . It  c ould be pure spe culat ion , but thi s calls to 
mind the e arl ier words of Lady He len and the " c onne c t ing 
thre ad " of space v i s i t ors - caduc eus - witchcraft - heal ing -
caduc eus - ri tual wand - witchcraft - space vi si t ors is  food 
for speculat ion in i t s e lf .  It  be c ome s even more s o  when it  
is  re called that Dan Fry , when re lat ing hi s trip in a remo t e ­
c ontrolled saucer in THE WHITE SANDS INC IDENT said that the 
material de s ign ins ide was the symbol of the tre e and the 
serpent - a de s ign be aring a remarkable re semblance to the 
caduc eus "wand " . 

Some of the mos t  remarkable reference s in WHAT WITCHES DO 
and s imilar works c oncern the Tarot cards . For example , 
tho se  black and whi te ribbons on the ri tual wand are al s o  
regarded a s  symbol i s ing the pillars o f  Solomon ' s  temple , 
Boaz and Jakin (Black and White ) , which s tand for dual ity , 
the unity of balanc ing oppo s i t e s  and are a re curring theme 
in occult symb o l i sm :  they s t and for the twin force s of p ower 
and love and amongs t  o the r c ards are found on the High 
Prie s te s s  who s i t s  be twe en the two 
p i l l ars of Sol omon ' s  temple (Boaz 
and Jakin ) . She i s  crowned with 
the horns and disc  of Is is , the 
cre scent Moon at her fee t .  Be aring 
in mind that I s i s  is regarded by 
many wri ters on s auc er pre -hi s t ory 
as a space ent i ty , I wonder , c ould 
it  be s tre tching imagery too far 
to sub s t i tute - s ay - AVB for Boaz : 
the woman in the craf t for Jakin ,  
and the craft o r  i t s  world o f  ori­
gin for the High Prie s te s s ?  Quite  
po s s ibly i t  would , but certainly s o  
far a s  thi s Braz i l i an c ontac t  case 
i s  c oncerne d ( s e e  GEMIN I 2 and THE 
HUMANOIDS ) , i t  c ould sure ly be said 
that a uni ty of bal anc ing opp o s i t e s  occurre d �  • • • • • • . • • • • • • • •  

Our next item is  ex treme ly intriguing , but it  should be re ­
membered that the Tarot may be interpre ted in numerous ways 
and thi s is but one example . Neverthe l e s s  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
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TAROT TRUMP - SAUCER TRUMP? 

c » 

Whi l s t  me ditat ing on o ther p o s s ible as s oc iat ions be twe en the 
Taro t and s aucers , by pure chance I happene d to open the book 
MAGICAL RITUAL METHODS at a p o int where the Tre e and the 
Tarot  Trumps are de scribed . The Trump s fal l into ten dis­
t inc t categorie s of as s oc iate d ide as , and No 1 category was 
shown as be 1 ow • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

There are two p o ints of gre at intere s t  
here . The firs t i s  the de scription of 
the ten categorie s of ide as , name ly :  
The SUN , MOON and STAR.  The s e  may be 
c al led COSMIC and re fer t o  the s truc t­
ure of our Universe away from our own 
Earth and into the dep ths of space . 

The second p o int i s  the symbo l  i t s e lf , for if one jus t re ­

move s the smal l c irc le from the symbo l  ( and for argument ' s 

s ake all ow that the c irc le i s  symbolical of thi s Earth or 

l ife on i t ) , we now have the symbo l  on the 

right and , as wil l  be seen , this is pre ­

c i s e ly the symbo l  o n  the San J o s e  d e  Val­

deras pho tographs , the s tory ,  a summary 

of which follows , be ing t o ld in c omp l e te 

de tail in FLYING SAUCER REVIEW V o l  1 5 .  5 .  

THE SAUCER OF SAN JOSE DE VALDERAS . 

On the evening of 1 June 1 96 9 ,  several pe ople in San Jose de 

Valderas in Spain s aw a " s trange disc-shaped obj e c t  which 

app e ared almos t  immediate ly over the cas t l e  and then performe d 

evoluti ons over the are a for a period of s ome twe lve minutes , 

f lying s o  l ow that it  almo s t  grazed the t ops of the tree s ,  

f lut tering t o  and fro in a strange movement l ike a fal l ing 

de ad l e af and f inally vani shing in the dire c t ion of the Extra­

damura Highway • • • • • • • • • • • • •  It was perfectly round , about 1 2  or 

1 3  me tre s vide , and se eme d to cons i s t  of two wash-bas ins 

p lace d  wi th the ir c oncave s ide s fac ing e ach o ther.  On the 

underpart , the bel ly of the craft b ore a curious de s ign • • • • •  " 

Several witne s s e s  gave differing de scriptions of  the " de s ign" 

as , indee d ,  witne s s e s  are prone to d o  or prac t ical ly any 

inc ident the world over ,  but any differences  were re s o lved on 
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on the pho t ographs be ing deve l oped.  There were in fac t two 
s e t s  of pho t ographs taken by different pe ople , though only 

one s e t  were taken at an 
angle from which the 
s ign was clearly vis ible . 
The c orroborat ive evi­
dence i s  given in ful l  in 
the FLYING SAUCER REVIEW 
article and thi s  mus t  
sure ly rank a s  one o f  the 
mo s t  we l l-authent icated 
s ight ings ever reported .  
The as s o c iation o f  the 
s ign wi th the Tarot i s  
extreme ly intriguing and 
if the rep ort i t s e lf i s  a 
' true bill ' - whi ch i t  
certainly appears to  be 
is food for thought in­
dee d .  If not , one c an  
only s ay that i t  mus t  
have been a mo s t  c omp l i ­
cated an d  devi ous hoax t o  
arrange . Thi s  I do no t 
think i t  was , but in uro­
l ogy ,  of c ourse , one can 
seldom be sure • • • • • • • • • •  ! 

I �oul d
.
be v7ry intere s ted t o  he ar re aders ' opinions on p o ints 

r�� s7d J.n thJ. s article : al s o  " Lady Helen " , as she has s aid , is  
WJ. ll J.ng t o  do her be s t  to answer re aders ' querie s . Corre s p on­
denc7 s ent to me at 9 5 , Taunton Road , London SE1 2 8PA will  be 
publ� shed and/or answe re d  in the next " THEMES " when we shal l 
examJ.ne further oc cul t asp e c t s . 

FOOTNOTES : 

1 .  The s ign on the Tarot i s  al s o  that by which , as tro l ogic ­
ally , the plane t Uranus i s  de s ignat e d .  

2 .  A l e � ter  s ent t o  the I tal ian magaz ine C LYPEUS from We s t  
Berl J.n on 3 0  Augus t 1 96 9 ,  wri t ten in French and c laiming �0 be fr�m inhabi t ants of the plane t UMMO ,  was publ i she d 
�n ful l  �n C LYPEUS No 3 3 , March/April ' 7 1 The no tepaper 
he ading J.nc orp orate d  the s ign on the "Valderas " craft . 
In i s sue No 4 1 , July/Augus t ' 7 2 ,  C LYPEUS examine s thi s 
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claim thoroughly and comes to the conclus ion that the 
claim - not the "Valderas" sighting report - is most  
probably-a-hoax,  but if  s o ,  it  is  more likely to be 
the work of a so�histioated organisation than that of 
an individual . 

It would appear, incidentally, that a more accurate 
presentation or the ( alleged ) plane t ' s  name is OUMMO 
and that or its sun, IOUMM!. 

- -
REFERENCE· SOURCES : 

QUEST UFO REPORT No . 2 Ontario , Canada. 
WHAT WITCHES DO by STEWART FARRAR 
SEASONAL OCCULT RITUALS by W G GRAY 
MAGICAL RITUAL METHODS by W G GRAY 
OTHER TONGUES, OTHER FLESH by GEORGE HUNT WILLIAMSON 
THE WHITE S.AlfDS INCIDENT by DAN FRY 
FLYING SAUCER BEVIEW Vol 1 5  No 5 
CLYPEUS No 3 3 ,  March/April 71  and No 41 , July/August 72  
(PO BPX 604 , 1 01 00 ,  Torino Centro , Italy ) 

THE GRIMOIRE OF THE HOLY PARTNERS is read throughout the 
world . For further information send a SAE to the Secretary , 
Holy Partners , 1 1 , Bramham Gardens , London , S . W. 5 .  The 
Grimoire deals with ceremo�ial magic only. 

� SPOTTERS AHOY:  

The following letter was recently received by GEMIN I : ­

Dear sirs , 
We are a group like yourselves who are investigating 

the phenomena of A. s . c • s . During the last two years we have 
been investigating the mysterious Puma type of creature 
which appears to be roaming the South of England , hence our 
title . It has become apparent to us through our A . s . c .  re­
search that the presence of strange animals etc .  reported in 
conjunc tion with UFOs is quite startling • • • • • • •  we were won­
dering if during the course of your investigating you have 
come across  similar findings • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

THE PUMA RESEARCH GROUP 
3 , Lemon Road , Shirley , 
Southampton , Hants . 

Editorts note a - Don it ask-us-what -an-ASC is -: ask-them!-
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Exposed! The great 
flying saucer hoax 

The abov e he ad l ine was c arri e d  by the JJAI LY EXPRES S  dat e d  

Oc t 6 1 97 2 , and refe rre d t o  t h e  l ong- ac c e p t e d  " s auc e r "  
pho t o graph t aken b y  Al e x  B i rch ( then 1 4 ) i n  Fe bruary 1 962 
at Mo s b or ough , She ff i e l d . Th i s  was a l l e ge d l y  t aken w i t h  a 
b o x  c amera and was of 5 o b j e c t s  in f o rmat i on .  He was wi t h  
t w o  o the r b o y s  and the i r  s t or i e s t al l ie d .  

The DAILY EXPRE S S  art i c l e quo t e d  Alex a s  s t at ing h e  pain t e d  
t h e  " s au c e r s " o n  a p ane o f  g l as s ,  then pho t o graphe d through 
i t . Th i s  was c onf i rme d by A l e x  hims e l f the s ame eve ning on 
the BBC 1 TV pro gramme NAT I ONWIDE whe n  he app e ared during a 
s e c t i on of the programme devo t e d  t o  a b o ok by Mr Re x Du t t a 
wh i ch , unf o rtunat e ly ,  prominen t ly fe ature d the B i rch ph o t o ­
graph o n  the c ove r .  

N ow ,  I am n o t  s o  naive a s  t o  j ump up and s ay the pho t ograph 
WAS genuine and that f o r  s ome re a s on o r  o the r Al e x  B ir c h  
had b e en " go t  at " � T h e  ind icat i on s  are , c e r t ain l y , tha. t  
t h e  p i c ture w a s  a f ake . Neverthe l e s s  the re are o n e  or two 
o dd fe ature s wh ich are a l i t t l e  puz z l ing and c ou l d  c e r t ainl� 
bene f i t  by amp l if i c a t i on .  I mus t  adm i t  t o  s ome e l ement o f  
pers onal in t e re s t  here , as s eve ral ye ar s ago I w a s  in s tru­
mental in d i s p o s ing o f  the ne gat ive on b ehal f o f  a t h ird 
party who had alre ady purchas e d  i t  from ! l e x  B i rch .  

Ac c ord ingly I wro t e  the f o l l ow ing l e t t e r  t o  Al e x  B i rch c/o 
NAT I ONWIDE as he had move d from hi s f o rme r addre s s  • • • . • •  

" D e ar .Nr B irch , 

Firs t ly ,  may I c ongratu l a t e  you on hav ing 
c l eve rly and suc c e s s fu l l y  pul l e d  the w o o l  ov e r  the 
e ye s of UFO s o c ie t i e s  - and for that mat t e r  t he A i r  
Min i s t ry al s o  - w i t h  your e x t reme ly we l l -known 
" s au c e r "  ph o t ograph . I have he ard many sugge s t e d  e x­
p l anat i on s  o f  the " ob j e c t s " in the pho t o , bu t t o  the 
be s t  of my knowl e dge no- one has ev e r  though t  o f  the i r  
hav ing b e e n  pain ted on a p ane of glas s !  

I mus t  adm i t , hav ing s e en the NAT IONWIDE 
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item,  that there are one or two p o ints I would be 
mo s t  grateful if you c ould c larify as I fe e l  sure 
they wi l l  be raised by s ome of our re aders , name ly :  

1 :  What prompted you to reve al the pho t o  was a 
hoax after it  had be en general ly accepted 
for ten ye ars? 

2 :  Was Mr B irch , senior , aware of its  be ing a 
hoax from the beginning? 

3 :  Was the pane of glas s shown on NATIONWIDE 
the original one ? 

4 a Have you be l ieved , or d o  you be lieve in 
the exi s tence of

'
Flying Saucers de spite 

faking the photo?  

I appreciate your time is valuable , but if you c ould 
rep ly to  the above I ' d  be mo s t  grateful . 

Yours s incere ly • • • • • • • • • •  N orman Oliver . 

The BBC acknowledged receipt , s tating the letter had be en 
forwarded to Leeds  where the interview with Mr Dut ta t o ok 
p l ace . To  date , nothing has been 
he ard from Mr Birch , but re aders 
will be kep t  inf ormed of any dev­
e lopments .  Point No 2 in the let­
ter was , however , subsequently 
found t o  have been answe red in the 
SHEFFIELD STAR of Oc t 6 1 972  which 
s tated that his father was unaware 
o f ·  the hoax unt i l  Oc t 5 1 972  - the 
day prior t o  the " reve lat i on"  of 
the hoax • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  • • • NTO 

GEMINI AND FLYING SAUCER REVIEW 

In the Sept/Oc t ' 7 2 i s sue of FLYING SAUCER REVIEW, the sec­
ond " le ader "  he aded BAD PUBLIC ITY was devoted t o  cri t ic i sm 
of mys e lf and through me , GEMINI , the c ause be ing an arti­
cle in the SUNDAY PEOPLE s ome months ago . In the intere s t s  
of  harmony and space I am n o t  taking the matter up i n  GEMINI 
A rep ly has , however , been sent to FLYING SAUCER REVIEW and 
I am informed by Charle s Bowen the probable i s sue in which 
i t  wil l  appear will be March/April ' 73 .  Re aders wishing to 
s ee the repl� are advised to purchase this i s sue of FSR.  !!Q 
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SoLu tion to Crossword 3 

Crossword 4 
Compiled by CDOH 

ACROSS 
1 .  Misnomers that blaze away (8 , 5 ) 1· Gemini cat left a bit of a 
problem ( 11 )  2· Greek in final home game ( 5 )  11· When they burn, 
listen for a message (4 )  jl. Do these UFOs wish us to think them 
planes? (4 )  j&. Some make a meal of this produce (4)  j2. Humanoid 
whose existence is yet in doubt (4 )  1£. Life of saucer occupantsr 
(4) �· Typical scene of car-stopping incidents (4) 20 . Feature .c 
Mars recently resolved ( 5 )  �· Study that could aid communication 
with space visitors ( 11 )  �· They gather for a mock invasion ( 7 , E  
DOWN 
1· Ray ' s  method of analysis ( 13 )  �· Leave out this one (4 )  2· AE 
the cry went up in Siberia (6) i· Birth of SA contactee story ( 5 )  
2 ·  Degree of frigidity on trendy Pluto ( 2 , 4 ) £. They look skywardf 
for rescue ( 1 3 )  �· Gawked - as might a disturbed spaceman (6) 
jQ. Singularly ancient culture is an illusion (4 )  11· Etch in somE 
thing concerning a race (6) jg. Burma, Siam are included here (4 )  
11· Spherical UFOs appear worldwide (6) 12· Cry of  dismay on goin€ 
down instead of up ( 2 , 4 ) 11· They emanate from you and Sara ( 5 )  
22 . Taken place - in France? (4)  

The first correct solution received before April 20  wins a year ' s  
subscription to GEMINI commencing immediately or from the expiry 
date of his/her current subscription. 
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NEW M A I L B A G  
" I  think the last  GEMINI edition was excellent . I found it 
not only interesting but very fair and its coverage of so 
many aspects of the UFO scene was extremely helpful to those 
of us who are attempting to discover the secre t .  

Raymond Drake ' s  ideas and researches are so  nearly touching 
on my own small discoTeries that I again take heart . It is 
only by verification from many such sources that what one 
might call the Inherent Probability of UFOs can be outlined .  
The more of  us  who do  just that then the nearer we are to  a 
true conclusion .  I like also  David Oakley-Hill ' s  HARD FACTS . 
The nearer we get to rational explanations then the nearer 
I feel we shall be to a wider self-illumination because our 
own expansion depends on wider understanding. 

I enj oyed the touch of authenticity in the Blue John account 
especially as I did s ome exploration in that area myself 
with Philip Rodgers in the pas t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  ! would like 
to state that from my own mental contacts that area is  terr­
ifically powerful mentally and I have received long messages 
from space people telepathically while in that region • • • • •  " 

Mary Long 
East Grins tead 

"Many thanks for the latest (and best ) issue of GEMINI - the 
editors are to be congratulated • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The Blue John affair seems once again to  operate in the near 
dream-sphere/reality world which so  often bedevils our uro­
logy and which has been touched on recently by many UFO auth­
ors • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  The question of the strange scarcity 
of cars on the road near B J during the landing is  mentioned.  
Could it be  that res�raint can be exercised on movements of 
some approaching motorists  mentally when secrecy of UFO app­
roach is  required and those cars already too near may be 
halted in the manner now often evident - by interference with 
electric circuits? It ' s  a thought . 
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Dr G G Doel 
Lymington 

Hants . 

"Many thanks for sending me your latest  issue of GEMINI . I 
found contents most  interesting indeed : not many mags or j o� 
nals like yours about nowadays • • • • • • • • • • • • " 

Roy L&k 
Dagenha 

--------------------------------------------

"Re your Sex and Saucers article , I confess  that when I firs 
read i t ,  I did not even bother to think further about it to 
see what one could make ot it , but recently I have been look 
ing into the so-called "Man ' s Other Facultie s "  and probably 
the report on sex and saucer contacts  may be significant in 
this direction .  

In mythology, one frequently finds examples of  sex us·ed for 
purposes other than self-gratification and if , as C G Jung 
suggests , the UFO phenomena appears to be modern myth in the 
making, then I think it should be s tudied from this angle 
along with religious ceremonials (East and Wes t ) . 

In the last issue I found Mollie Thompson ' s  articles highly 
interesting, even though the utological connection appears 
vague , but the psychological/philosophical aspects , as you 
probably agree , must not be overlooked .  

�inally I would like to  take the opportunity to thank you an 
your colleagues tor the content and production of GEMINI. " 

L. S 
(Pull name and address  supplied ) London SW 1 t  

Readers with questions or comments on DISCUSSIOBS WITH 
PHILIMOB should address  letters to Mollie Thompson o/o 
GEMINI ,  95 Taunton Rd London SB1 2 SPA. Please enclose SAE. 

" I  congratulate you on your publication which gets  more and 
more interesting and very good in print . I am sure you spen' 
a considerable time on it  and nobody minds if you are behind 
schedule now and then . 

You must have excellent connections in Norway. Their report 
are mos t  interesting and the sketche s help a lot in putting 
weight on them• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • "  

Lou Zinstag 
:Baael 

Switzerland 



" Thanks very much for sending me GEMINI . It i s  a firs t-rate 
publicat ion and I wish you eve ry  succe s s  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The Blue J ohn s tory is  quite fas c inat ing. I have c ome acro s s  
several s imi lar cases  here involving amateur radio operators . 
Inc idental ly , the absence of traffic on a normal ly busy road 
is  an important c lue to the re al nature of the phenomenon . 
It usually sugge s t s  what I have labe lled a " di s tortion of 
real i ty " . That is , the witne s s  enters another t ime frame and 
i t  take s him ( or her ) several minute s  of hi s t ime t o  experi­
ence s ome thing that probably take s p lac e in s e c onds in real 
time . The be s t  c ase of thi s that c ome s imme diate ly t o  mind 
t o ok p lace in Cherry Hill , N J in 1 966 . A carload of wi t ­
ne s s e s  o n  a normal ly very busy highway saw no o ther traffic 
during the ir sighting • • • • • •  an enormous obj e c t  hovering over 
a c omputer plant . When I pieced al l the ir s t orie s t oge the r 
it became obvious that s ome c ompl icated d i s t ort i on of t ime 
had occurred .  

For ye ars now I have entertained the the ory that the indivi­
dual s who have turne d up al l over the world , c laiming t o  be 
extraterre s trials and even mov ing in with fami l i e s  tempora­
rily in Spain , France , England and the U S ,  we re in ac tual­
i ty normal human be ings who had disappeare d enigmat ically 
from the ir own environment and who were " p o s se s s e d "  by an 
out s ide inte l l igence .  The s e  displace d  individuals turn up 
later in remote  parts of the world with no memory of what 
has happened to them during the we eks , months , or even ye ars 
of the ir disappearance . 

I abandone d the ETH long ago s imp ly be cause I c ouldn ' t  fit  
any of  the real data int o  it .  S o  I turne d ,  ins tead ,  t o  
medical an d  psychiatric s tudie s ,  an d  to  philo s ophy • • • •  much 
to the annoyance of the "hardware boys " and the ETi s t s . 

Note that you spoke t o  Arthur C Clarke about his  o l d  ant i ­
UFO s tory .  After re -re ading Clarke ' s  wri t ings from the 
early 1 9 50s I labe l le d  him the world ' s  leading ufo l ogis t .  He 
has extende d his thinking far beyond the s imp l i s t ic ETH and 
i t  is a shame the ufologists  do not take him more seriously . " 

j ohn a ke e l  
New York 

----- --- -----TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT GEMINI- -- - --- - - -- -- --


